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BIN ON THE PARK || At Mears Park * Lowertown, Saint Paul + 6th and Sibley 
Telephone : 651.224.WINE (9463) * Facsimile: 651.224.9466 * Website : www.binwinebar.com 


There’s never a cost for consultation. 
Call Meshbesher & Spence 24 hours a day and use 
our strength to help you regain yours. 


Meshbesher & Spence has several convenient locations. 
You can meet with our attorneys at the location nearest 
you, or call one of our locations and an attorney will 
gladly meet with you where it is most convenient for you: 
whether that be in your home, in a hospital or elsewhere. 


Minneapolis St. Paul 

1616 Park Ave 7300 Hudson Blvd 
Minneapolis, MN Suite 110 
612-339-9121 Oakdale, MN 


651-578-8055 
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FACING CRIMINAL OR DWI CHARGES? 
call JEFF DEAN 


THE LAWYER WITH THE WINNING RECORD 


* Not Guilty verdicts in Murder, Drug, and Assault cases. 
* Multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct Dismissals. 

* Over 100 DWI cases successfully resolved. 

* Numerous Indecent Exposure Dismissals. 

* Won Precedent Setting cases. 


"Jeff Dean was a lifesaver for me "My domestic assault charges "Jeff Dean got my 
in what | thought was a hopeless were dismissed, thanks to Jeff. DWI charge dismissed. 
situation. | was charged with a The consequences of these Call Jeff if you get a DWI!” 
serious felony and Jeff won the charges would have been severe. - B.L. (Former Client) 
case! Its so nice to be free of Jeff Dean won my case and my life 
the worry!" is back to normal." 

- D.L. (Former Client) - D.B. (Former Client) 


(612) 305-4360 www.jeffídeanlaw.com 
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ur branch 
© usbank.com/mortgage 
Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and 
a 855.434.HOME (4663) EQUAL HOUSING program terms are subject to change without notice. Visit usbank.com to learn more about U.S. Bank products and services. Mortgage and Deposit products are 
LENDER offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2014 U.S. Bank 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 


from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 
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American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
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wwwamfam.com © 2008 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Foot Fashion: 
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants 


In this issue, we’re debuting our new Fashion Quarterly called Lav.fash™. Concepted by Justin Jones and Brandon 
McCray, we'll feature quarterly sections on style as it relates to our readership and our fashion scene here in the Twin 
Cities, which is quite rich in talent and trend. They'll look to our designers and clothiers, models and stylists, runway 
shows and pop-up boutiques...and show us what’s worth seeing and who’s worth knowing. I am expecting greatness. 


I am also expecting to watch much of it from the sidelines. My 
fashion tends to aim at sensible and uniform. If I could, I’d do like 
Scott Seekins and wear black all winter...and make it extend through 
summer just to put my own twist on it. My preferences are usually 
classic and, well, whatever I can find in my size that doesn’t draw too 
much attention to me as I enter a room. Fashion is one thing, foot- 
wear is another. And some of it is a little touchy. 

This just might be as private as I will get in my writing, telling 
you this. 

It’s not a secret, but it’s not exactly common knowledge: 

I wear a size 13 shoe. 

Yes. 13. Women’s. Wide is preferred. 

Iam an outlier in the women’s shoe section, a bull in a China shop. 

As a young girl, I was sharing shoes with my mother. When I 
surpassed her in shoe size, we'd find mine in the men's department 
(I ended up at a size men's size 11). As a teen, I'd stare longingly 
at the cute, striped, size 10 skimmers and espadrilles in the JCPen- 
ney catalog and wish for smaller feet, because size 12 didn't become 
more available for a few more years, by mail order catalog. Though 
I wanted smaller feet, I also realized that as an overweight young 
woman who eventually stopped growing at 5' 10", having smaller feet 
wouldn't serve me well. It would be a backwards step in microevolu- 
tion and T'd look like I was walking on stilts. 

I am not alone in this. I don’t know many of us with this particular 
challenge, but because size 13 women's shoes exist, I know there 
must be some demand for them, people who need them. There aren't 
a plethora of shoes to choose from but, thankfully, there are also uni- 
sex options. I’ve had my clod-hopping Doc Martens. Converse All- 
Stars have always been there for me. Now, the updated version of 
canvas go-to shoes, TOMS, ride a line of gender ambiguity with all 
sorts of colors and madras patterns for the guys (and me). I can usu- 
ally go to a store and shop in the men's department for athletic shoes 
and snow boots. Nordstrom has a great larger women's shoe selec- 
tion and Nordstrom Rack even sells them at a discount, but they're 
usually quite picked over. So, I rely on the internet and free shipping 
(both ways) for my hit-and-miss shoe purchases. 

One day, I was cruising through Amazon to see if there were any 
new dress shoes for a formal event I was to attend. As usual, I went 
into the women's section of the website, clicked for size 13 shoes, 
chose the “heel” or “pump” option, and started scanning my options. 
Ugh. Like always, they're really, really expensive. If it'd been the win- 
ter, I would've ordered some fun men's boots with Cuban heels be- 
cause-guess what-they double as women’s boots. (I call it as I see it.) 
But, it was summer and I needed something more strappy and light. 
I didn't know how often I'd wear strappy heels, so I wanted cheap 
ones...and I clicked for my results to be filtered and presented with 
the lowest priced ones first. 

And then I saw one. And another. And another. There was sud- 
denly a screen full of sexy, strappy heels in size 13! Their names 


were “Fungasma” and “Delight” and “Domina” and “Demonia” and 
“Dream” and “Teeze.” 

A certain company called “Pleaser” has an inventory of over 500 
pumps in size 13 on Amazon. 

And let me tell you, honey, that I was not the target market for 
those shoes. Uh uh. They were not meant for me. But, if I wanted to, 
I could order them and be all fancy and fly in my glittery platform 6” 
Mary Janes. With those, I'd be 6’ 4” tall. 

I WOULD BE A GIANT STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS OF 
GIANTS. 

God bless the drag queens! God bless the performers with big feet! 

It makes perfect sense. Can you imagine being a drag queen or 
performer and your only choice of shoes were sensible ones? Clogs? 
Birkenstocks? This cannot be! They would not stand for this! 

And I no longer had to, either. 

Ihad so many choices! I could wear pumps with transparent soles 
and heels! I could have marabou mules for clicking around my loft 
in a dressing gown! I could get some thigh-high boots in black pat- 
ent leather (though I'm sure I'd land in a shrub if I ever wore those 
out on the town)! Suddenly, I was faced with the identity dilemma of 
wondering if I was a conservative shoe buyer because I'm pretty con- 
servative as a dresser, anyway, or because I'd only ever had conser- 
vative options. It was a momentary existential crisis. Then, I looked 
at the hollow platforms with the slot to put cash and change into and 
decided that it's pretty much because I'm milquetoast. Sensible shoes 
just fit me in every way. 

ButIam oh-so-glad that these shoes exist because, again, I am not 
alone. Everyone with size 13 feet deserves those options, too, female 
impersonators and otherwise. 

I say this to those of us who are women with big feet, whether 
we started this way, dress this way, or transitioned into it: we have 
a new freedom in footwear. It wasn't around for mass consumption 
even fifteen years ago, but with the rise in the Internet and the ability 
to gauge interest and audience, we can don some gingham and wear 
our glittering ruby slippers, even at size 13. Wide. For $30. 

To the fashionable giants who went before us, you have my 
gratitude. B 


With you and with thanks, 
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If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 


OR 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Show 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for 


PR 
Voie? 


OF MINNESOTA 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


fiene Rre 


Timeless Modern 


Classics 
BLACK CERAMIC AND 


COBALT CHROME 
PRICE $195.00 EACH 


SCHEHERAZADE 


Galleria * 69th & France * Edina 
952-926-2455 * www.sjewelers.com 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: - 2 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S.o S Minfibaipoli ° (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Kicking Off A New Era? 


I credit this “Edgewise” to a Facebook post by a friend, fellow 
writer, and gay pro wrestler who shall remain nameless. He asserted 
that the wrong question is being asked concerning Michael Sam, the 
former Missouri Tigers defensive end and 2014 NFL draft entrant, 
who has revealed-before the May NFL draft picks- that he is gay. 

The question to be posed, wrote my friend, is not, “Is the NFL 
ready to embrace an openly gay player?" but rather, “Does Michael 
Sam have what it takes and is he willing to take on what will be re- 
quired of the first openly gay player in the NFL?” 

In other words, is Sam ready to be the NFUs Jackie Robinson, to 
soldier on with the same poise and equanimity through the inevitable 
abuse that he will incur from some quarters? Because the answer to 
the NFL's readiness is likely “No.” And might never be “Yes,” but that 
is irrelevant. It is unlikely that pro baseball would never have been 
‘ready’ to admit blacks nor much of the American citizenry ‘ready’ 
for mixed-race marriages unless Branch Rickey had drafted Robin- 
son or Mildred Jeter and Richard Loving taken Loving vs. Virginia 


to the Supreme Court. Left to “readiness,” we would still have Negro 
Leagues and Jim Crow. 

Someone must take the first step. Someone with strength and 
commitment above and beyond that required of others to play their 
sport or pursue a normal life. It’s patently obvious that there have 
been gay players in the NFL judging by former members Esera Tu- 
aolo, David Kopay, and Roy Simmons, who came out and spoke up 
only after leaving the league. 

On June 12, 2007, the 40th anniversary of Loving vs. Virgina, Mil- 
dred Loving commented, “I believe all Americans, no matter their 
race, no matter their sex, no matter their sexual orientation, should 
have that same freedom to marry." In the same way, any teacher, 
musician, athlete ought to have the chance to use his or her talents in 
any career for which they are qualified without fear of discrimination. 

Reporter Dale Hansen of Dallas station WFAA spoke eloquently 
for Sam's inclusion. Come May, will we find the NFL big enough to fill 
Branch Rickey's shoes as Sam accepts Jackie's Robinson's legacy? m 


Men's Health Clinic 


HIV and STD Testing 
Offered quarterly in 2014, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 


Featuring 


A special educational event 


KNOW PrEP 


The pill that prevents HIV 


Lower Level LL15 
March 13, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Refreshments provided 


HIM Program 612-348-9100 


earners TNT 
Public Health Clinic 
525 Portland Avenue, Minneapolis 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


¢ Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 
* Second Parent Adoption * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution ^ * Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


Nutt ctourieé i 


eurer 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


STRANGER 
AL Nds 


ORATION OF QUEER DESIRE." 


-VARIETY 


"BEST $ 
GAY FILM IN 
DECADES!” 


—EMANUELLEVY.COM 


WW.STRANDRELEASING.COM RELEASING 


STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 7 


Lagoon Cinema 


1320 Lagoon Avenue-*(612) 823-3020 


MORRIE’S i 


BROØHKLON PARIK 
SUBARU 


7885 BROOKLYN BLVD 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 ~ 


e 


SUBARU. 


Confidence in Motion 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


MORRIE'S NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
| MM CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
N / PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 


763-424-4400 


brooklynparksubaru.com 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, ChFC*, CASL™ 


Financial Planner 

Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor designation 
2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 

www financialstrategies.metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 11 consecutive years 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. BB 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by MetLife e 2 
Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered investment n3 
advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special needs financial ree 
7 


planning offered through Metlife's Center for Special Needs Planning. 
11213353284 [exp1214][MN] 


For the if in life.® 


MetLife 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist « 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Convenient Midway Location 


A Therapy bu 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


A network of care, all around you. 


If you live in Hennepin County, chances are good 
there's an HCMC clinic nearby. These multi-specialty 
clinics accept most health plans, allow you to 
manage your care with 24-hour online access to 
MyChart and are ready to provide expert health 
care for you and your family. 


ef Hennepin County 
wy — Medical Center 


Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
Brooklyn Center Clinic « Brooklyn Park Clinic * East Lake Clinic 
Richfield Clinic e Whittier Clinic * St. Anthony Village Clinic 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


Helping you work toward financial success BIG GAY NEWS | BY LAVENDER 
: Ne | BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR 
PATRICIA JONES, helping you create and execute a sound financial plan GLBT WORLD NEWS 


hased on your unique core values and goals. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM VIRGINIA: 

Retirement Planning e Estate Planning ¢ Insurance Planning Second Virginia Legislator Announces 
Asset Management e Investment/Insurance Workshops He's Gay 

The Blue Ridge Muse reports that the Com- 

monwealth of Virginia now has two members 

of the General Assembly - one delegate and 

one senator — out of the closet and acknowl- 


JONES FINANCIAL GROUP edging they are gay. Delegate Mark Sickles 
(Democrat), said that the blatant homophobia 
main 612.326.1800 email patricia.jones 9Ipl.com that he sees repeatedly demonstrated on the 
- 4748 Chicago Ave. S. e Minneapolis e www.myjonesfinancial.com floor of the Virginia legislature prompted him 
AV Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC to come out of the closet and make his sexual- 


ity public. Sickles stated in an Op-Ed column: 
“hearing such caustic remarks yet again on 
the House floor, coupled with the overturn- 
ing of the marriage ban, has motivated me to 
state publicly here what many close friends 
and family have known for decades: I am a 


» 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH proud, gay man. 


, a BIGGAYNEWS FROM NEW YORK: 

It S time to get help. Jason Collins, First Openly Gay NBA 
Player, Signs With Nets And Appears In 

Game 


The New York Times reports that Jason 
Collins, a 35-year-old center, signed a 10-day 
contract with the Brooklyn Nets on Sunday 
afternoon and played against the Lakers 
hours later, appearing in an NBA uniform 
for the first time since last spring, when he 
announced that he was gay. This milestone 
represents the first time that an openly gay 
player has appeared on the court; the NFL, 
Major League Baseball and the NHL have 
yet to have an openly gay player compete 
within their ranks. Historically, it should be 
noted that Brooklyn was also the setting 

for another sports first when the Brooklyn 
Dodgers signed Jackie Robinson as the first 
black player in a national sports team. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM FLORIDA: 
'Dear Abby' Shuts Down Homophobic 
Couple With Gay Neighbors 


The Huffington Post reports that beloved 
advice columnist ^Dear Abby" received a 
letter this week from an anti-gay couple who 
have a pressing questions: "Who is the true 
bigot here?" The letter was from a couple 
who had moved to Tampa, and who were 
concerned that although they had previously 
been welcomed by neighbors, they began 
to be shunned in the social circle when they 
refused to extend invitations to gatherings 

to the gay couple and lesbian couple. The 
C ALL TO D AY couple wrote to the columnist, upset that they 
were being painted as “bigots” by their neigh- 
bors because they disapprove of the “gay life- 


Visit our website at style.” Abby’s answer to the couple, which ran 
Meri d c P in the nationally syndicated column, was that 
eridianrrograms.com they had no room to complain about being 


unwelcome if they were being unwelcoming 
themselves, and that they should use this as 
an opportunity for growth by getting to know 
people who are different from them. B 
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OUR LAVENDER 


"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... | BY BARRY LEAVITT 


ESTHER’S COMING OUT PARTY 

Sunday, March 16 è 6-10pm 

Buddha Lounge e 2550 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 

The Jewish holiday of Purim is approaching, and J-Pride is putting 
on a Purim party for GLBT Jews and their friends. The evening 
includes a costume contest, drag performance & DJ. I’m guessing 
there will be lots of Hamantaschen to devour. The suggested dona- 
tion is $5. Search ^J Pride" on Facebook for more information. 


ARENA BIKINI CHERRY BOMB 7TH ANNUAL SWIMWEAR 
FASHION SHOW 

Friday, March 21 © 7:30pm 

Aria è 105 N. 1* St., Minneapolis 

Cherry Bomb is part carnival, part fashion show, part dance perfor- 
mance & ALL Party. 

First, enter the Trix & Treat Alley, a retro den featuring carnival 
games, cigarette girls, fortunetellers, cocktails, tattoo parlor, and 
state fair treats. Then watch beefcakes and bouffants bop down the 
runway in retro swimwear. A panel of local celebrities will vote the 
“Best of Show.” ARENA dancers will perform excerpts from The Main 
Street Project to get the party started then join DJ Jezus Juice for the 
after- party on stage! Tickets are $45 for general admission (games/ 
activities, food and standing room for fashion show), $65 for reserved 


seating (all the above + reserved seat and Cherry Bomb cocktail) and 
$125 for VIP (all the above + VIP lounge seating front and center). 
Visit www.arena-dances.org for more information and tickets. 


FLIP PHONE 

March 20 e 9:30pm-1:45am 

Honey Mpls * 205 E. Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

It’s old diva vs. new diva as Flip Phone featuring Madonna vs. Miley. 
The evening features a Madonna and Miley heavy dance set by DJ 
Fancy Restaurant and Casual Concepts, non stop dancing, and a 
“Vogue Off’ around midnight. Dress as your best Madonna or Miley 
for the costume contest at midnight. $4 Papa Don’t Preach Twerkin’ 
drink special, $4 rails and taps until midnight. Lots of other surpris- 
es and laughs around every corner. $5 Cover, 21+. 


BEAR BAR NIGHT 

March 22 e 8-llpm 

eagleBOLTbar e 515 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Hey, the column is called Bear With Me, so shouldn't there be a 
"Bear" event listed? Join the North Country Bears for their monthly 
Bear Bar Night in the Bolt Underground. $7 gets you a cup for keg 
beer, pop, and a whole lot of burly bears, Grrr. Visit www.ncbears. 
com for more info. B 
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LOUNGES: Bloomington * NE Minneapolis + Woodbury 
MALL KIOSKS: Burnsville * Roseville > Maplewood 


LGBTQ Community 
and its Allies 


612-333-3343 


e Worker's Compensation 
e Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury 
e Immigration/ Fiancé Visas 

e Family Law 


ROBICHAUD, 
ANDERSON & 
ALCANTARA P.A. 


GEXA NT 
OY SK 


www.robichaudlaw.com 
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ARTS & 
DINING 


PLAN YOUR SPRING & 

SUMMER ARTS ENJOYMENT 

WITH THESE ARTS & DINING 
PAIRINGS & PREVIEWS 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


SHAKESPEARE'S WILL 


The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

Venue: The Jungle Theater 

through March 23, 2014 

Cathleen Fuller gives a sumptuous solo 
performance as Anne Hathaway, the wife 
of William Shakespeare. While Will was 
procured in London at the behest of Queen 
Elizabeth and then King James, Anne kept 
home fires burning at Stratford. The bard's 
bisexuality is focused on in parts. 


THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 


Park Square Theatre 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Venue: Park Square Theatre 

through May 9, 2014 

Hiding out with her family when the Nazis 
were terrorizing Amsterdam, adolescent 
Anne Frank looms as the symbol of destroyed 
innocence during World War II. Frances 
Goodrich and Albert Hackett adapted her 
diary into a play almost 60 years ago and it has 
become one of the most produced plays of the 
past century. 


SSS SSS 
L^y : 


E. P 
coup d'état. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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A Snowplow Named Desire. Photo by Dani Werner 


A SNOWPLOW NAMED DESIRE 


Brave New Workshop 
www.bravenewworkshop.com 

Venue: Brave New Workshop 

through April 5, 2014 

The region's premiere comedy theater brings 
Melanie Wehrmacher on board as a new 
player in its wacky ensemble. Their winter 
offering features a high school class in female 
sexuality, one of the scariest kitty cats you will 
ever see, sexual aspects of preparing a pie, 
and abuse of baby penguins. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 
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TRISTAN & YSEULT 

Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 

through March 23, 2014 

The medieval tale of adultery, honor, and a 
magic potion is presented by Great Britain's 
inventive and irreverent Kneehigh troupe. It 
gathered raves in the UK press, as did another 
work presented a while back at the Big G, 
Brief Encounter. Another example of the 
Guthrie's bringing foreign works to its stages. 


THE DOYLE AND DEBBIE SHOW 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Venue: New Century Theatre 

through March 30, 2014 

David Andrew Anderson plays Doyle and Kim 
Kivens plays Debbie. Anderson knows country 
music style, having played George Jones and 
Hank Williams. Kivens has given splendid 
performances in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 

and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee. Dosey Doh to tunes like | Ain't No Homo, 
When You're Screwin' Other Women (Think Of 
Me), and Barefoot and Pregnant. 
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Our Government 
Relations team 
led the legislative 
effort to bring 
marriage equality 
to Minnesota. 


Now let our Family Law team 
help you with prenuptials, 
divorce, custody, and other 
family law matters. 


MESSERLI & KRAMER 


Attorneys at Law 


% 


Minneapolis (612) 672-3600 | St. Paul (651) 228-9757 | Plymouth (763) 548-7900 www.messerlikramer.com 


Now through | Make It Part 
HUNE of Your World! 


The Midwest Premiere of 


952-934-1525 Chanrassan 800-362-3515 


ChanhassenDT.com 
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GIDION'S KNOT 


Pillsbury House + Theatre 
www.pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org 
Venue: Pillsbury House + Theatre 
through March 23, 2014 

Johnna Adams has penned a parent-teacher 
conference for the ages. When a 5th-grader 
is suspended from school for acts that are 
deemed politically incorrect. Aditi Kapil and 
Laura Esping play the roles. Noel Raymond 
directs. Adams is also the playwright of The 
Sacred Geometry of S & M Porn. 


FREUD'S LAST SESSION 
Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's 

Dowling Studio 

through March 16, 2014 

An imagined session between Sigmund Freud, 
the Father of Psychoanalysis, in the weeks 
before his death, and Christian theologian, 
C. S. Lewis . Set on the eve of the beginning 
of World War II, Mark St. Germaine's play 
evokes major ideas of the time. The secular 
and the spiritual play out. 


Sanctuary. Photo by Mike Hnida 
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The Sun Serpent. Photo by Heather Hill 


SANCTUARY 


Everyone needs to find their own respite from the 
"craziness" of the world and the vibe here is Zen 
calm. The only debate you'll have is with yourself 
and what to choose to eat. At $35.00, Chef Patrick 
Antanalian's 5-course tasting menu is one of the 
Cities' best values (available M-Th). Menu selections 
are classic Mediterranean with Japanese influences. 
Even Freud and C.S. Lewis would have found common 
ground to please them at this Sanctuary. 
www.sanctuaryminneapolis.com 

--Pat Evans 


THE SUN SERPENT 

Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.mixedblood.com 

Venue: Mixed Blood Theatre 

through March 22, 2014 

The conquest of Aztec Mexico by Hernando 
Cortes and his conquistadors causes harsh 
family divisions. Two brothers face off. One of 
them stands against the Spanish. The other 
supports them, thinking they are spiritual beings 
meant to be honored. Produced by one of the 
nation's most prestigious multicultural theaters. 


OTHELLO 

Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's Wurtele 
Thrust Stage 

through April 20, 2014 

A consummate view of possessiveness and 
the destructive nature of sexual innuendo. 
Othello, a man of color, has met with financial 
success in Venice, the most cosmopolitan city 
of Europe's Renaissance. When rumors crop 
up about the alleged infidelity of his gorgeous 
beloved, Desdemona, he has a meltdown. 


THE LITTLE MERMAID 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
www.chanhassendt.com 

Venue: Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
through mid-August, 2014 

Based on the beloved, best-selling Disney 
animated feature, Disney's The Little 
Mermaid was originally rooted in Hans 
Christian Andersen's enchanting fairy tale. In a 
magical kingdom beneath the sea, a beautiful 
young mermaid named Ariel longs to leave her 
ocean home to live in the world above. With an 
award-winning musical score by Alan Menken, 
lyrics by Howard Ashman (additional lyrics by 
Glenn Slater), and book by Doug Wright, this 
Midwest premiere of The Little Mermaid will be 
sure to please audience members young and 
old atthe Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. 


CMBR), OMT 


THE SCARECROW AND HIS 
SERVANT 


Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

Venue: Children's Theatre Company 
March 11 - April 6, 2014 

You may know Philip Pullman for his 
astonishing fantasy book about the 
disappearance of children, The Golden 
Compass. CTC presents a stage adaptation 

of his lesser known, The Scarecrow and His 
Servant - the story of a scarecrow who comes 
to life after lightning strikes him and a boy who 
assists him. 


PETER AND THE STARCATCHER 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
Venue: Orpheum Theatre 

March 11 - March 16, 2014 

This prequel to J. M. Barrie's Peter and 
Wendy, as in Peter Pan, is based on a 2006 
novel. This Broadway show is the nominee of 
various Best Play awards including the Tony 
and winner of Broadway.com's Audience 
Choice Award for Favorite Play. Nice catch by 
Hennepin Theatre Trust. 


OUR TOWN 

Theater Latté Da 

www.latteda.org 

Venue: The Lab Theater 

March 12 - April 6, 2014 

Thornton Wilder's 1938 masterpiece is known 
for its innovative use of minimal settings and 
a fluid shifting of time that revolutionized the 
way Americans perceived theater. It uniquely 
blends Americana with Zen consciousness. 
A stage manager narrates the seasons of the 
lives and afterlives of the citizens of a New 
Hampshire village. 


Meritage. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


The Scarecrow and His Servant. Photo by Dan Norman 


SECONDS FESTIVAL 

Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.mixedblood.com 

Venue: Mixed Blood Theatre 

March 14, 2014 through March 23, 2014 
Three previously produced plays are given 
readings of revisions made since their last 
productions. Three directors guide the way: 
Mark Valdez, Bill Partlan, Marion McClinton. 
A great opportunity to observe the creative 
process of a play and see actors as they show 
basic strokes that ultimately shape characters 
on stage. 


CYRANO 


Park Square Theatre 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Venue: Park Square Theatre 

March 14 - April 6, 2014 

Edmund Rostand's classic portrays a man 
with an overly large nose who is madly in 
love with the physically beautiful Roxanne. 
It's a landmark piece that reveals society's 
obsession with what's generally regarded 


E M 
Cyrano. Photo by Petronella Ystma 


Peter And The Starcatcher. Photo by Jenny Anderson 


as consummate physical beauty and the 
wretched self-esteem of those who measure 
themselves against that. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 
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Lonely Soldiers. Image courtesy of History Theatre 


n 

TRU] 

| | | TIM O'BRIEN'S and re-enacted. In recent years more and DEAD MAN'S CELL PHONE 
| THE THINGS THEY CARRIED more stories have been emerging about Theatre in the Round Players 


then you may want to see a play written by 


Hl I History Theatre the abuse that women in the military have www.theatreintheround.org 

; f^ || www.historytheatre.com been subjected to by fellow male troops and Venue: Theatre in the Round 

A i Venue: History Theatre pice. March 21 - April 13,2014. 

SH March 15 - April 6, 2014 If you feel the movie Heris a cop-out about 
| | i iH An adaptation by Jim Stowell from the work | ^ really fathoming the dangers of technology, 
dil AN 


of Minnesota's pre-eminent observer of the 


M Vietnam era is directed by Leah Cooper. The ABE LINCOLN AND UNCLE TOM Sarah Ruhl (/n the Next Room or The Vibrator 


i terrific Stephen D'Ambrose plays a man who IN THE WHITE HOUSE Play, The Clean House), a superior mind 

! | i | | transitions from small town Minnesota to the Guthrie Theater compared to filmmaker Spike Jonze. 

i iH | Vietnam jungle. www.guthrietheaterorg — fees 
kN Venue: Guthrie Theater's 


| 

| 

| p PPM d MM Dowling Studio SING-A-LONG-A 

| LONELY SOLDIERS March 21- April 6, 2014 SOUND OF MUSIC 
f 
| 
| 


| Ili ! History Theatre Historically centered playwright Carlyle Brown Ordway 

l. uy | www.historytheatre.com muses on Harriet Beecher Stowe's fictional www.ordway.org 

j Wi}, Venue: History Theatre Uncle Tom and the man who presided over the Venue: Ordway Center for the 
iil Wii March 16 - April 6, 2014 Civil War. Previous remarkable Brown works Performing Arts 

Ml J| ^ Helen Benedict interviewed eight women have examined how 19th century horse racing March 22, 2014 

Hii |! j soldiers on the front lines in Iraq. Their and Joseph McCarthy's anti-communist witch When adjusted for inflation it's the third most 
i i} trauma on battlefield and on base are shared hunt have affected African Americans. popular film of all time. When it was reissued 


it in the 1970s the blurb said "thrill again to the 
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happiest sound in all the world!" No wonder 
people still want to sing along to it. SOM is a truly 
glorious film that will send your spirit soaring! 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 
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BALLOONACY 


Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

Venue: Children's Theatre Company 

March 25 - May 4, 2014 

It won the American Association of Theater 
in Education's Distinguished Play Award but 
| hope that all cranky middle-aged and older 
men get outto see this one! A solitary senior 
citizen's daily rut is finally challenged when a 
balloon demands he be his buddy. It's about 
renewing your life, guys! 


THE GERSHWINS’ 
PORGY AND BESS 


Louis Ristorante and Bar. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Ordway 

www.ordway.org You will find few musicals with so many my Woman Now, | Got Plenty of Nothin’, 

Venue: Ordway Center for the Performing Arts phenomenal tunes and | mean genuinely Summertime, and It Ain't Necessarily So. 

March 25 - March 30, 2014 phenomenal: Catfish Row, Bess,You is George and Ira Gershwin's milestone has 
been revised and won the 2012 Tony for 
Best Revival. 


THE MOUNTAINTOP 


Penumbra Theatre Company 
www.penumbratheatre.org i 
morc p S ll - | Venue: Guthrie Theater's McGuire n 


DUBLE E 1! ug l 
ITCHEN [ 


DAY- WEE j 4 Proscenium Stage 
— Í March 28 - April 19, 2014 
The Olivier Award is London's equivalent of 
the Tony Award. And Katori Hall's play won 
it in 2010. The subject: Martin Luther King. It 
reimagines his hotel maid in Memphis on the 
night before his assassination. She illuminates 
his consciousness. A co-production with 
Penumbra Theatre directed by Lou Bellamy. 
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The Mountaintop. Photo by Tim Fuller 
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Once. Photo by Joan Marcus 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 
ONCE 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
Al Venue: Orpheum Theatre 
| April 1 - April 6, 2014 
Actors play their own instruments in this 
| unusually minimalistic Broadway show. When 
a Dublin busker almost gives up his dream he 
| is unexpectedly inspired. Based on the 2006 
| independent film, Once, portrays the plight 
of being torn between two people. Winner of 
eight Tony awards including Best Musical. 
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Union. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


NAKED DARROW 


Illusion Theater 
www.illusiontheater.org 

Venue: Illusion Theater 

April 3 - April 12, 2014 

A one-man play written and performed by 
Gary Anderson, Naked Darrow explores the 
great American Attorney, Clarence Darrow, 
in the later years of his life. Directed by 
Michael Robins, the play follows Darrow as he 
packs up his office and reveals his thoughts 
about his cases, his public and very private 
life, revealing his triumphs and his personal 
demons. This is a provocative look at the 
legendary lawyer who took on racism, social 
injustice and the death penalty in the first 
decades of the 1900s. 


DETROIT 

The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

Venue: The Jungle Theater 

April 11 - May 25, 2014 

OBIE Award Winner for Best New American 
Play of 2013. Playwright Lisa D'Amour 
examines the economic downturn of the 
Bush and Obama eras through the eyes of 
two straight couples. It is part of a trend in 
recent American drama that weighs in on the 


lingering financial crisis. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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Detroit. Photo by Drew Trampe 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 
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also sponsored by: 


* MESSERLI & KRAMER 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing PCA Choice Service and employment 
opportunities. Contact us today to find out all we have to offer. 


Thursday, April 3 


5:30 - 8:00 PM > = 
Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
FREE 530 N. Robert St. * St. Paul, MN 55101 * (651) 646-8342 


Bin Wine Bar 
óth and Sibley, Lowertown * St. Paul 


ibin 


| 
‘Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer ** Melissa Houghtaling 


Complimentary Wine 
Sampling of “Litle Black Dress” 
Wines by Excelsior Wines 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


HRC Twin Cities 


Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
PFund,Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
TCGMC, Twin Cities Pride, 

North Country Bears, 


Prime Timers MSP 413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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SHREK THE MUSICAL 


Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

Venue: Children's Theatre Company 
April 22 - June 8, 2014 

Among the best stage musical adaptations 

of a movie ever. In a fantasy kingdom a 
grotesque ogre and a princess with pluck 
meet up with a goofy donkey. Lyrics and book 
by Pulitzer Prize-winner David Lindsay-Abaire 
(Rabbit Hole) and music by Jeanine Tesori 
(Caroline, or Change). 


The Gray House. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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Hamlet. Photo by Michael Lamont 


ROSENCRANTZ AND 
GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD 


The Acting Company & Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 

April 22 - May 4, 2014 

Tom Stoppard's comedy re-imagines Prince 
Hamlet's two 'friends' summoned by his 

King Uncle Claudius to spy on him. Their 
surveillance efforts become entwined with the 
actions of the company of actors who are also 
being hosted at the castle. A co-production 
between the Guthrie Theater and The Acting 
Company. 


HAMLET 


The Acting Company & Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 

April 23 - May 4, 2014 

Considered the greatest play ever. William 


Shakespeare's young prince protagonist is 
saddled with the horrible knowledge that his 
calculating Uncle has killed his King father 
and hence, usurped the Danish throne. Worse 
yet, his Uncle has claimed Hamlet's mother as 
his new wife. Co-presented by the Guthrie and 
The Acting Company. 


MERCY KILLERS 


Pillsbury House + Theatre 
www.pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org 
Venue: Pillsbury House + Theatre 
April 23 - May 4, 2014 

Michael Miller's enthusiastically acclaimed 
one-man show reveals the horrors of the 
American health care system as set into 
motion by Republicans and then badly 
addressed by Democrats in the Obama era. 
An uninsured blue collar man influenced by 
Tea Party propaganda wakes up when his 
uninsured wife contracts cancer. 


INFERNO 


James Sewell Ballet 

www.jsballet.org 

Venue: The Cowles Center for Dance & 
the Performing Arts 

April 25 - May 4, 2014 

Dante's Divine Comedy is actually the 
inspiration of this dance work. Dante is 
driven toward the dark and guided to the nine 
circles of hell as he searches the path for 
right thought and right action. It takes on a 
perspective of a contemporary mid-life crisis. 


PASSING STRANGE 

Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.mixedblood.com 

Venue: Mixed Blood Theatre 

April 25 - May 18, 2014 

A 2008 Tony Award-winning comedy about 
an emerging African American musician 

on a world tour discovering himself as he 
experiences various musical styles. The title 
comes from a quote in William Shakespeare's 
tragedy Othello and was developed in part at 


" N 
Behind The Eye. Photo by Petronella Ystma 


the Sundance Institute. A blend of music and 
theater you'll want to see! 


STARRY RIVER OF THE SKY 


Mu Performing Arts 
www.muperformingarts.org 

Venue: Hopkins Center for the Arts 
April 25 - May 18, 2014 

What happens when only one person, a boy, 
notices that the moon is missing from the 
sky?! One of Minnesota's top playwrights, 
Jeannine Coulombe, adapts Newberry- 
winning author Grace Lin's beloved book for 
the stage. Coulombe wowed audiences a few 
years ago with Matt Sciple's staging of The 
Mill, set in northern Minnesota. 


BEHIND THE EYE 


Park Square Theatre 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Venue: Park Square Theatre 

April 25 - May 18, 2014 

Photographer Lee Miller (1907-1977) led an 


Love, Loss, 
m What 


Love, Loss, And What I Wore. Image 
courtesy of Theatre In The Round 


unconventional life. She modeled for Vogue 
in the 1920s, hung out with the surrealist 
crowd in 1930s Paris, and photographed the 
horrors of the Nazi era. Playwright Carson 
Kreitzer also reveals a woman whose 

view of motherhood and relationships was 
transgressive. 


LOVE, LOSS, AND 
WHAT | WORE 


Theatre in the Round Players 
www.theatreintheround.org 
Venue: Theatre in the Round 
April 25 - May 18, 2014 
Nora and Delia Ephron's play is based on 
llene Beckerman's book. Issues around 
women's relationships and the clothes they 
wear are presented in a series of monologues 
performed by a all-female ensemble. Issues 
arising from prom dresses to women wearing 
black give five actresses their own golden 
moments to shine. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 
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CRIMES OF THE HEART 

Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's Wurtele 
Thrust Stage 

May 3 - June 15, 2014 

Beth Henley's Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy 
is a hilariously observed masterpiece of the 
Southern Gothic style. When their hospitalized 
grandad brings the Magrath sisters back 
together, they discover the past isn't exactly 
what they thought it was. A welcome 
response to those who have been concerned 
that the Guthrie shortchanges women 
playwrights. 


WORKING BOYS BAND 


History Theatre 
www.historytheatre.com 

Venue: History Theatre 

May 3 - June 1, 2014 

Dominic Orlando and Hirum Titus delve into 
child labor issues before World War | and the 
work of Professor C.C. Heintzman. At the time 
the exploitation of children in perilous work 
sites where they risked life, limb, and physical 
health, was tragically common. Child labor still 
haunts the world. 


Lu 


* 
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MISS SPIDER'S TEA PARTY 


James Sewell Ballet 

www.jsballet.org 

Venue: The Cowles Center for Dance & 
the Performing Arts 

May 3, 2014 

Reif Dance of Grand Rapids, MN returns to 
perform one of James Sewell's youth-oriented 
ballets. Based on David Kirk's children's book, 


Zenon 31st Spring Season; My Quarreling Heart, by 
Kyle Abraham. Photo by William Cameron 
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it deals with a spider who must get beyond the 
fears of her insect neighbors ' irrational fears. 
They see ulterior motives where there actually 
are none. 


THE THREE MUSKETEERS 
Walking Shadow Theatre Company & 
Guthrie Theater 
www.walkingshadowcompany.org 
Venue: Guthrie Theater's 

Dowling Studio 

May 9 - May 25, 2014 

John Heimbuch has established himself as 
one of the region's top directors of plays 
dealing with big topics in Western History 
at Walking Shadow Theatre Company. His 
sensibility will surely serve well the sensibility 


of Alexandre Dumas, the French novelist 
whose tale of machismo in decadent Paris is 
etched in our cultural history. 


31ST SPRING SEASON 


Zenon Dance Company 
www.zenondance.org 

Venue: The Cowles Center for Dance & 
the Performing Arts 

May 9 - May 18, 2014 

Minneapolis is proud of having one of the 
nation's premiere repertory dance companies. 
Zenon artists blend jazz and modern dance 
into their own distinct style and their inclusion 
of emerging choreographers and international 
luminaries makes for exquisite performances. 
Some names its known for are Bebe Miller 
and Bill T. Jones. 


Miss Spider's Tea Party. Photo by Erik Sautilis 
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an after work concert series \ Q Child Support O Business & Civil Litigation 
EA Q Domestic Partnerships QO Wills and Powers of Attorney 
Over the Rhine ! | Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | 
March 25, 2014 4 Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
l Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
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Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
All concerts at 7pm. Join us at 6pm for receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 
free hors d'oeuvres and cash bar. 


Download Big Gay News at iTunes.com. 


FOR TICKETS : 95 2-97 9-1 l [ l or Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
www.HopkinsArtsCenter.com iv, via BigGayNews.com. 
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MARCH 25-30 
Tickets start at $36 651244145 ORDWAY.ORG 
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Our Country's Good. Photo by Robert Workman 


BRING IT ON - THE MUSICAL 


Ordway 

www.ordway.org 

Venue: Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

May 13 - May 18, 2014 

Extreme competition is glorified in this smash 
hit musical that engages the talents of Jeff 
Whitty of Avenue Q, Manuel Miranda and 
Alex Lacamoire of /n the Heights, Tom Kitt 

of Next to Normal, with choreography by /n 
the Heights's Andy Blankenbuehler. A hip 
contemporary show that catches the wave of 
our time. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


St. Paul Grill. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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Glam Doll Donuts. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


OUR COUNTRY'S GOOD 

Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 

May 21 - June 29, 2014 

In the 1780s England's Royal Marines rode 
the First Fleet with convicts to set up the first 


penal colony in Australia. While incarcerated, 


they became captivated with rehearsing and 
staging a play, transcending their dreadful 
situation, at least in spirit. Playwright 
Timberlake Wertenbaker read First Fleet 
members' journals while developing the play. 


DR. SEUSS' 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 


Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Venue: Children's Theatre Company 
May 22 - July 20, 2014 

He wears a tall red-and-white-striped hat. 

He is mischievous and tricky. Rather than 
getting down in the dumps on a rainy day he 
has an adventure! But what happens when 

he reveals Thing One and Thing Two? CTC has 
become absolutely masterful at embodying Dr. 
Seuss's absurdist style. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 
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Two Happy Hours 


7 days a week! 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails — 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer E 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm pr 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 2 peu s 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 due S = - í 
**Not events ue * < 
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RESTAURANT 


UNBELIEVABLE 


THAT'S THE 
LIQUOR BOY WAY 


— WINE & SPIRITS = 


ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT 


5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD « ST. LOUIS PARK 
952-512-2200  LIQUOR-BOY.COM 
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SISTER ACT 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
Venue: Orpheum Theatre 

May 27 - June 1, 2014 

When a crime witness named Delores is hidden 
away in a convent by police order, for her 
own protection, she shakes up the nuns. The 
suspicious Mother Superior sees the attitudes 
of her nuns change considerably. Oscar and 
Tony-winning Alan Menken is the composer. 
Inspired by the Whoopi Goldberg movie. 


THE RED BOX 


Park Square Theatre 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Venue: Park Square Theatre 

May 30 - July 13, 2014 

Legendary mystery writer Rex Stout wrote 

the legendary fictional detective genius Nero 
Wolfe. This stage adaptation of one of the Nero 
Wolfe series has a model who dies from what is 
apparently poisoned candy. Park Square always 
presents a mystery thriller every year and they 
always deliver an intriguing production. 


THE BEAUX' STRATAGEM 


Theatre in the Round Players 
www.theatreintheround.org 

Venue: Theatre in the Round 

May 30 - June 22, 2014 

First produced in 1707, George Farquhar's 
classic comedy revolves around two 
gentlemen who lack sufficient funds to 
support their extravagant lifestyle. So they 
troll around England to prey on a rich heiress. 
A mischievous devil-may-care play with a 
window into gender dynamics in the 18th 
century class system. 


BLOODY BLOODY ANDREW 
JACKSON 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre and 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.aboutmmt.org 

Venue: New Century Theatre 

June 6 - June 29, 2014 

The founder of the Democratic Party is reviled 
for his removal of Native Americans and 
owning slaves. He also expanded the vote to 


Sister Act. Photo by Joan Marcus 


white non-land-owning men and defied the 
monetary elite. This Tony-nominated rock 
musical will surely stimulate lots of thought. 
Presented by Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
and Hennepin Theatre Trust. 


BROADWAY SONGBOOK: 
COMDEN AND GREEN 


Ordway 

www.ordway.org 

Venue: Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

June 13 - June 15, 2014 

James Rocco presents a lively remembrance 
of American musical theater and film's 
greatest male/female duo, Betty Comden 

and Adolph Green. Best known for the movie 
smash, Singin’ in the Rain, they were also the 
heart and soul behind The Band Wagon, On 
the Town, and The Will Rogers Follies. 
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Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson. Photo courtesy of 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 
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GHOST 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Venue: Orpheum Theatre 

June 18 - June 23, 2014 

Molly's murdered fiance, Sam, gets caught 
between earth and afterlife. When he finds she 
is in mortal danger, he contacts a questionable 
psychic to save and protect her. Ashley Warren 
choreographs. Based on the popular film with 
Demi Moore, Patrick Swayze, and Whoopi 
Goldberg who won an Oscar for it. 


PASSING THE BEAT 2014 


Mu Performing Arts 
www.muperformingarts.org 

Venue: Sabes Jewish Community Center 
June 20 - June 22, 2014 

Taiko students give their popular annual recital 
with their Mu Daiko instructors. This percussive 
tradition began in Japan before 900 CE and was 


influenced by artistic energy from China and 
Korea. It is a Mu Performing Arts tradition and 
Mu Performing Arts rates as the region's top 
Asian-American performing arts organization. 


THE HEIRESS 

The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

Venue: The Jungle Theater 

June 20 - August 10, 2014 

Few plays capture the ways in which 19th 
century white middle class women were 
insidiously controlled by codes of sublimated 
humiliation like this one. When a naive and 
sheltered young woman falls in love with 

a dashing gentleman, her father objects 
severely. Adapted for stage from novelist 
Henry James's Washington Square. 


Sea Change. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


ERA 


MY FAIR LADY 

Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's Wurtele 
Thrust Stage 

June 28 - August 31, 2014 

Lerner & Loewe's musical adaptation of 
George Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion is one of 
musical comedy's most enduring works. The 
story of an illiterate Cockney lass swept up by 
an educated man of the upper class in order 
to be 're-made' into a lady of well-spoken 
sophistication pushes many buttons. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


GODSPELL 


Theatre in the Round Players 
www.theatreintheround.org 
Venue: Theatre in the Round 
July 4 - July 27, 2014 

Hey! Fellow Wicked freaks! Did you know this 
was Stephen Schwarz's first big musical! Its 
flower child sensibility, gorgeous folk/rock 
style music, and poetic lyrics capture the 

real spirit of Christ's teachings: Day by Day, 
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord, All Good Gifts. 
Frankly, a even better score than Wicked. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 
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The Book of Mormon. Photo by Joan Marcus 


THE WRECK 

Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's 

Dowling Studio 

July 11 - July 20, 2014 

Carl Flink is a master genius choreographer 
whose athletic demands are often 
breathtaking. This extraordinary work has the 
dancers render the actions and horrors of 
those aboard a sinking ship. As the ship goes 
down the dancers imagine being in a state of 
unbridled panic to get to whatever pockets of 
air they can. 


VANYA AND SONIA AND 
MASHA AND SPIKE 


Guthrie Theater 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Venue: Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 

July 19 - August 31, 2014 

Gay master playwright Christopher Durang's 
comedy won the Tony Award for Best 

Play. He mixes Anton Chekhov's style with 
contemporary quirkiness. Durang's past works 
of note include Sister Mary Ignatius.... and The 
Actor's Nightmare. Another example of the 
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Guthrie snaring one of the hottest new plays. 
Way to go Big G! 


A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC 


Mu Performing Arts 
www.muperformingarts.org 

Venue: Park Square Theatre 

July 25 - August 10, 2014 

One of filmmaker Ingmar Bergman's few 
comedies, Smiles of a Summer Night, was 
adapted for the musical stage by Stephen 
Sondheim. One of musical theater's loveliest 
tunes, Send in the Clowns, is what it is best 
remembered for. 


THE BOOK OF MORMON 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Venue: Orpheum Theatre 

August 20 - September 7, 2014 

The South Parktake on Mormon missionary 
youths in Uganda has been sensationally 
popular. If you like snark, irreverence, and campy 
innuendo this is your musical. Reminiscent of the 
musical Avenue Q, be warned that this is not a 
dramatization of Joseph Smith and the religious 
text, The Book of Mormon. 
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RESTAURANT PAIRING 


THE MYSTERY OF IRMA VEP 


The Jungle Theater 


www.jungletheater.com 

Venue: The Jungle Theater 

August 29 - October 19, 2014 
Actor/Playwright Charles Ludlam was an 
icon of camp performance. His work at the 
Ridiculous Theatre in New York in the 1980s 
was a beacon of camp consciousness. /rma 
Vep, with two characters playing mulitiple 
roles, crossing gender lines, in a Gothic 
thriller spoof, is his crowning achievement. A 
madcap gem. 
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DATE NIGHT 
Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 


CITIZEN 


2403 E 38TH STREET - MINNEAPOLIS - 612-729-1122 


SINCE 
Ae Ea! 1963 


Cats beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 


14150 Pioneer Trail chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 


Eden Prairie 

Schedule a visit: 
952-942-5220 
GreenAcresEventCenter.com 


Award-winning food by EA 


an extravagant Italian fountain, 
old fashioned player pianos and 
artwork. The character and charm 
is complemented with modern 
conveniences making it perfect for 
events all year round. 


pongas 


P PIZZA 


I] sy 2 E 


NORTHEAST 


LONGFELLOW | 
612.788.1442 


612.729.9090 


www.parkwaypizzamn.com 


FONDUE FANATIC 
APPRECIATION 


A hearty thumbs up to you for all the dipping you do. 


$. March 10-13, 2014 


COMPLIMENTARY 


CHOCOLATE 


Our customers do so much for us, 
so we think you deserve something 
good in return. We're giving our 
Fondue Fanatics a free chocolate 
fondue with the purchase of any 
individual entrée.* Just say 
"Fondue Fanatic" when you call, 
and dessert is on us. It's the least 
we can do for you. 


FONDUE 


with each individual 
entrée purchase* 


The & 
Melting Pol. 


a fondue restaurant ; F 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED | (612) 338-9900 
MINNEAPOLIS | MELTINGPOT.COM 


*Some restrictions apply. See store for details or restrictions. 
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QUEER MUSIC CONCERT 
PREVIEW GUIDE 


wm BY SHANE LUECK 


If you're looking to celebrate local GLBTQ identities while taking in the sounds of 
music, look no further. Lavender has curated a list of GLBTQ concerts put on by 
local organizations celebrating diversity and empowering their members. 


STAND TOGETHER SPRING 
CONCERT 
Calliope Women's Chorus 
March 8, 7:00 PM 
Prospect Park United Methodist Church 
Founded in 1976, Calliope Women's 
Chorus is a feminist chorus dedicated to 
promoting social change through song. 
With members identifying as lesbian, 
bisexual, and heterosexual, the chorus' 
concert themes and programming promote 
social change through increasing aware- 
ness about the subject of each concert and 
“keeping hope alive” for the people who 
work for change. Proceeds from the spring 
concert benefit OutFront Minnesota. 
www.calliopewomenschorus. org 


AMERICA'S SACRED, SIMPLE GIFTS 

Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 

March 8, 7:30 PM 

Sundin Music Hall, Hamline University 
Get in touch with your spiritual side 

as the orchestra explores three works by 

American composers influenced by differ- 

ent forms of the sacred. For this concert, 

the orchestra welcomes guest conductor 

Douglas Diamond. 

www.mnphil.org 
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I AM HARVEY MILK 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
March 28 - 29, 8:00 PM 
Ted Mann Concert Hall, University of 
Minnesota 
As one of the original co-commissioning 
choruses behind the [Am Harvey Milk 
production, Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
(TCGMO) brings the show to Minneapolis 
for its area premiere. The twelve-movement 
work begins when Harvey is eleven years 
old and then progresses with a movement 
examining each month in his tenure on the 
board of supervisors. The work is non- 
chronological and impressionistic, even 
including a song sung from the point of 
view of the bullet that killed Milk. 

"Harvey Milk was passionate that 
every gay person needed to come out, 
to live proudly, and to give hope to those 
in our community who are struggling. 
'The members of Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus do each of those things every time 
they sing in public," says Dr. Ben Riggs, 
TCGMC’s Artistic Director. “We have 
recently witnessed exciting victories for 
our community; but there are still children 
being bullied and abandoned because they 
are gay, there are still businesses who want 
the right to refuse us service, and there are 


still rampant hate crimes being committed 
against us. The life and work of Harvey 
Milk continues to inspire us to create 
change by sharing our stories and giving 
hope to our community.” 

The idea for the commission of this piece 
began as the San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus (SFGMC) approached their 35" 
anniversary season. The first public per- 
formance of SFGMC was at an impromptu 
memorial held in the wake of the assassina- 
tion of Harvey Milk and George Moscone in 
November 1977. SFGMC went on to inspire 
the formation of gay men's choruses all over 
the country, including the Twin Cities’ own. 

Riggs says, “Our participation in 
commissioning I Am Harvey Milk seems 
especially appropriate to the origins of 
TCGMC, as well as the global LGBT choral 
movement.” 

TCGMC echoes that camaraderie with its 
history of community outreach and partner- 
ing with youth choirs. For I Am Harvey Milk, 
TCGMC features the voices of the Minnesota 
Boychoir. “Hosting the Minnesota Boychoir 
this season continues our commitment to out- 
reach and collaboration with young people 
in the community,” says Riggs. “It seems 
especially appropriate to partner with a youth 
choir at a concert commemorating Harvey 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 ===> 


FRESH ROASTED 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 
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St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 
Nepal Himalaya Organic 
Jim’s 5 Star French Roast 
Jamaica Blue Mountain Pure and more..... 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY 
2730 WEST 43rd ST. e MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
& £s 
A. 1st FLOOR IN SEARS AT MALL OF AMERICA Ei 
2000 NE COURT * BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 Tor SEE 
^ Mail Order 1-800-2-finest ~ 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 
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KITCHEN £ BAR 


www.LoRiNcGKiTCHEN.COM 
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Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Milk, who encouraged us to come out and 
share our story with everyone around us, 
including our younger generation." 

As tragic as the story of Harvey Milk 
is, there are difficult themes present in the 
production, which combines choral perfor- 
mance with theatrics. According to Riggs, 
one of the greatest challenges with J Am 
Harvey Milk lies in confronting some of the 
inherently difficult themes in the piece such 
as violence and hate speech. For example, 
one of the movements entitled "Sticks and 
Stones" has lyrics primarily consisting of 
gay and racial slurs alongside the profound 
statement, "Sticks and stones can break my 
bones. Names can really hurt me." 

The gay subculture of San Francisco in 
1977 played an integral part in Harvey Milk's 
life and work. Riggs argues that although 
his story is regionally specific, Harvey 
Milk's ideology and inspiration are universal. 
Another of the movements is called "San 
Francisco," a hymn-like piece that is filled 
with reverence and awe for a city in the 1970s 
that offered solace and hope to lost souls. 
Riggs says, "In today's world there are many 
places like San Francisco - for some of our 
younger TCGMC members the Twin Cities 
represent that place where they have come 
to find community, to find hope, and most 
importantly, to find themselves." 
wwwicgmc.org 


INSIDEOUT! 
One Voice Mixed Chorus 
April 25 - 27, 7:30 PM (3:00 PM on 
Sunday) 
The Lab Theatre 

InsideOUT! features special guest artist, 
Grammy Award nominated Melanie De- 
More of the Cultural Heritage Choir, and 
teen participants from Avenues for Home- 
less Youth. DeMore is teaching the singers 
the nearly-lost art of Gullah stick pounding 
practiced by slaves in the Old South who 
were confined to islands off the coast of 
Georgia and the Carolinas. This art form 
will be incorporated into the concert. 
www.ovmc.org 


FREEDOM JAZZ! 
BIG BAND CONCERT 
Minnesota Freedom Band 
April 27, 3:00 PM 
Marriot Minneapolis West 
Enjoy the ambiance of the Waterford 
Ballroom while listening to the sounds of 


34 | LAVENDER | MARCH 6-19, 2014 


the Minnesota Freedom Jazz!, a 16-piece 
big band jazz ensemble. 
www.mnfreedomband.org 


PANCAKES & JAZZ 
Minnesota Freedom Band 
May 10, 9:00 AM 
All God's Children MCC Church 

Come join in the fun at the Annual 
Pancake Breakfast. As always, it is the Sat- 
urday before Mother's Day. Listen to live 
jazz music while enjoying all-you-can-eat 
pancakes for only $7. 
www.mnfreedomband.org 


OUTLOUD! PRESENTS “SAINTS 
AND SINNERS” 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
May 30 - 31, 8:00 PM 
The Ritz Theater 

Have you been naughty or nice this 
year? When you listen to your concience, 
is it the voice of an angel or the little devil 
on your shoulder? No matter the answer, 
the men of OutLoud! entertain with guilty 
musical pleasures for what they promise 
will be a devilishly good time. 
www.icgmc.org 


IRELAND TOUR 
SEND-OFF CONCERT 
One Voice Mixed Chorus 
May 31, 7:30 PM 
Lake Harriet Bandshell 

In June, One Voice is traveling to 
Dublin, Ireland to attend Various Voices, an 
international LGBT choral festival. If you 
aren't planning on hopping on a plane, join 
the chorus in the exciting adventure by 
attending the send-off concert. 
www.ovmc.org 


21ST BIRTHDAY BASH 
Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
May 31, 7:30 PM 
Sundin Music Hall, Hamline University 
The orchestra celebrated its 20th sea- 
son last year, which means the MPO has 
truly come of (drinking) age in this, its 21st 
season. Get ready to feel the need to raise 
a glass and hit the dance floor with a 21st 
birthday party of drinking and dancing. 
Prepare yourself for a musical hang-over! 
www.mnphil.org 


QMC CONCERT 
Queer Music Consortium 
June 2, 7:00 PM 
Como Park Pavillion 

The Queer Music Consortium brings 
together all of its members for its annual 
concert. The Minnesota association of 
GLBT musicians from Twin Cities Gay 
Men's Chorus, Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Minnesota Freedom Band, One 
Voice Mixed Chorus, and Calliope Wom- 
en's Chorus come together to celebrate 
and share the joy of music. 


THE BIG GAY SING! 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
June 20 - 21, 8:00 PM 
Ted Mann Concert Hall, University of 
Minnesota 

Hosted by the one and only Miss Rich- 
field 1981, audience members get to “camp 
it up" and sing along with the Chorus to fa- 
vorite big gay songs. Considered by many 
as the highlight of Pride month, an evening 
of wacky fun awaits! Come out and sing for 
a gay old time. 
www.tcegmc.org 


SUMMER CONCERT 
Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
June 22, 5:30 PM 
Lake Harriet Bandshell 

The bandshell serves as a favorite 
location for summer concert goers who 
enjoy the beauty of the lake and outdoor 
environment while taking in the magnifi- 
cent sounds of an orchestra. 
www.mnphil.org 


SUMMER CONCERT 
Minnesota Freedom Band 
June 23, 7:00 PM 
Lake Harriet Bandshell 

Join the Minnesota Freedom Band for 
their summer concert during Pride month. 
Free music in a great park near a great 
lake. What could make it any better? 
www.mnfreedomband.org & 
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TIM O’BRIEN’S $i 
THE THINGS . 
THEY 
CARRIED 


A world premiere adapted by Jim 
Stowell and starring Stephen 
D'Ambrose, bringing the award- 
winning novel about an American 
soldier's experience during and after 
the Vietnam War to life on stage. 


Í j mm 651.292.4323 * 30 E. 10th St., St. Paul 
A tory the at re www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Suffer Through BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc." 
"Some find this endearing, but | find it annoying.” 
“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 


“The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to.” 


” 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader. 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
“insufferable” delivery 


; ; uw of BigGayNews on 
Kudos to Linda Raines y a iTunes’ Podcasts. 


for compiling the top 5 : 
daily stories! — Subscribe on iTunes! 
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DESTINATION FOR FINE ART 


| 5222 W. 78TH ST, EDINA, MN 55435 
GRIFFINGALLERYFINEART.COM 


A MUST SEE! 


“Cathleen Fuller Commands the Stage!” 


a new play by 
Vern Thiessen 


— 


JUNGLETHEATER.com 612-822-7063 
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Slapstick comedy, romantic fantasy, Masonic rituals, fire-breath- All of the animation was hand drawn and then animated by Mr. 
ing dragons, magical flutes, and the one true Queen of the Night are Barritt. It is slow, painstaking work but the result is a riot of images 
taking over the stage at the Ordway. Mozart's masterful comedy, a that will surely delight audiences. The singers interact with the ani- 
Minnesota Opera co-production with L.A. Opera, is richly reimagined mation in a wonderful way. They become part of this visual feast. 
in a boundary-busting production created by director Barrie Kosky * (Naked fairies or pink elephants were not harmed in the making of 
in collaboration with British avant-garde theatre company 1927. Con- this opera.) -Daniel Zillmann m 
necting the tale's enduring meaning with modern metaphor, this ex- 
traordinary staging has thrilled audiences with its stunning interac- 
tion between film animation and live performance. 

In the fall of 2012, Minnesota Opera Artistic Director Dale John- 
son was having breakfast with British artist manager Robert Guilder 
who gushed that he had just experienced the best production of The 
Magic Flute in his life. After watching clips on the Komische Oper 
Berlin’s website, Johnson scheduled a trip to Germany to see it in 
person. “My jaw dropped at the incredible visual delights of this pro- 
duction.... I decided on the spot to bring this brilliant concept to the 
United States,” said Johnson. 

In April, Minnesota audiences will be treated to a production influ- 
enced by silent movies of the 1920s. Director Suzanne Andrade and 
animator Paul Barritt have taken in such cinematic influences as The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari and Nosferatu as well as the animation of Max 
Fleischer. Louise Brooks, in the 1929 film Pandora’s Box was also fac- 
tored into this new production. The Magic Flute, 2013 © Robert Millard for LA Opera 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SECTION 


ONLY $100 


IN PERSON: State Theatre Box 
Office [no service fees) 


Pantage Theatre à | |... or any Ticketmaster location 
MINNEAPOLIS / BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 


Announcement includes photo and up to 
50 words. Appears in print, online iPad 
and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. 


rex AM ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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. HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
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JAMES SEWELL BALLET 
The Dante Project 
APR 25-MAY 4 // $20-$36 


The Cowles Center’s 2013/14 season is presented by 
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Our staff of experts are waiting to custom design your special event. 


*Full On-Site Catering Service Online Reservations One complimentary 
* Variety of Menu Choices *PlayZone Hourly Child Care with Group Discounts standard room with a 
*Linens, China, Silver Place Settings Group discount on Hotel rooms. 20 room pick-up 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department ¢ 1.800.WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 | 
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** Twin Cities presents the 


Gay Men's Chorus Upper Midwest 
** premiere of 


I Am : 
Harvey Mik We 


E d 


written by Broadway composer Andrew Lippa 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* (The Wild Party, The Addams Family, Big Fish) 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


Friday-Saturday 
March 28-29, 2014 *8pm 
Saturday performance is ASL interpreted 


Ted Mann Concert Hall 
Adults: $25-$48 12 & Under: 50% off 


Special guests will include the Minnesota Boychoir 
and soprano Elisabeth Comeaux. 


+ + + + + ~*~ RANDRINDIDIDEO * * 


U of M Tickets and Events: 
612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu * 


Join the conversation: 


Chorus: 612-339-7664 or tcgmc.org E12 wip * 
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According to Next 
Generation Consulting, a 
market research firm that 
helps marketers reach young 
consumers, the average arts 
patron is 52. In other words, 
arts organizations need to 
find a way to attract 20- and 
30-somethings or their fate 
may end up resting in peace 
with the baby-boomers. 

The Twin Cities art scene 
has always thrived and 
organizations have risen to 
the challenge by creating 
social groups for younger 
audiences. These young 
patrons groups, or YPGs, are 
designed to reign in the next 
generation of art lovers. 


AIGA MINNESOTA 
EMERGING DESIGNERS 
American Institute of Graphic Arts 
Emerging designers (typically in 
their first four years out of school) 
are brought together through a 
quarterly series of lectures, discus- 
sions, and social networking hours. 
AIGA Minnesota, comprised of 
graphic designers and related fields, 
is the first place to turn for inspira- 
tion, professional development, and 
excellence in design in Minnesota. 
With a mission to advance designing 
as a professional craft, strategic tool, 
and vital cultural force, AIGA Min- 
nesota encourages the exchange of 
ideas and information among profes- 
sionals involved in design and other 
related fields. Young professionals 
will enjoy the benefits of participa- 
tion, as this is where AIGA explores 
the essential topics that were never 
taught in school, or that young art- 
ists have been dying to ask about 
since they broke into design. 
www.aigaminnesota.org 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 ===> 
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almostfamouspiercing.com 
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purchase required for both 


| SFREE piercings. 


i PIERCINGS! no appointment needed. 


UuO5 Central - Minneapolis 


Also located in Mall of America 


THE BOOK OF MORMON 
AUGUST 20 - SEPTEMBER 7, 2014 © ORPHEUM THEATRE 


DIRTY DANCING. 
OCTOBER 7-19, 2014 e ORPHEUM THEATRE 


IRVING BERLIN'S WHITE CHRISTMAS. 
NOVEMBER 25-30, 2014 « ORPHEUM THEATRE we a 


MOTOWN THE MUSICAL RN 
DECEMBER 16-28, 2014 e ORPHEUM THEATRE- d \ 


I LOVE LUCY® LIVE ON STAGE 
JANUARY 20-25, 2015 © STATE THEATRE ` 


PIPPIN 
FEBRUARY 17-22, 2015 e ORPHEUM THEATRE 


E AN ibis Ù 
à WAY RE nin 


SEASON SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES ARE NOW ON SALE! 


1.800.859.SHOW (7469) 


MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-5PM CST 


PRESENTED BY 


HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST. ORG 


GROUPS SAVE! CALL 612.373.5665 
Iis V rrrivent Financial peso B X StarTribune 


SPONSOR: for Lutherans: SPONSORS: 
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ARTS & 
DINING 


THE CIRCLE 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Be part of the Twin Cities art scene - both 
in the museum and around town! The 
Circle offers the young (ages 21-44) and 
artinterested a chance to experience art, 
meet new people, and connect with the 
MIA in a whole new way. Membership in 
The Circle entitles members to a lively mix 
of arts and entertainment, including invite- 
only talks and tours with artists, designers, 
collectors, and curators. Individuals plus a 
guest will enjoy the arts with the MIA as 
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a guide. Joining requires a current MIA 
membership plus $125 for a year of The 
Circle benefits. 

www.artsmia.org 


CLUB2030 

St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 

Consisting of more than 5,000 members, 
club2030 brings together orchestra lovers 
between the ages of 18 and 39. Members 
receive $10 best available seats to St. Paul 
Chamber Orchestra (SPCO) concerts 


at any of the ten venues across the Twin 
Cities. Club members also get access to a 
number of exclusive post-concert happy 
hours throughout the season, which often 
feature complimentary wine as well as 
appearances and performances by SPCO 
musicians and guest artists. Anyone 
interested need only complete the online 
form and will receive a coupon code to use 
online to get the discount. No membership 
fees, no rush lines - just world-class music 
at an extremely affordable price. 
www.thespco.org 


CONTEMPORARIES 

Walker Art Center 

In 2010, the Walker Art Center launched a 
new membership group with the inten- 
tion of getting young professionals (ages 
21-45) who love the Walker more involved 
with multiple-disciplinary programming. 
Through a series of exclusive events, mem- 
bers explore all facets of programming 
while meeting other young professionals 
looking for a deeper connection with the 
institution. Events are equal parts educa- 


tional and social. For an annual fee of $175, 
Contemporaries enjoy all the perks of basic 
Walker membership, along with reciprocal 
benefits at more than 400 museums around 
the country, and invitations to private 
special events. 

www.walkerart.org 


CRESCENDO PROJECT 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Crescendo Project engages young patrons 
in a lasting relationship with the Minnesota 
Orchestra by presenting orchestral music 
to them in a fun and unexpected fashion, as 
well as provides musical education, philan- 
thropic, and networking opportunities. The 
group will be relaunched in the coming 
months with the goal of making Crescendo 
Project bigger and better. During this brief 
pause, Minnesota Orchestra wishes to 
thank you for being patient by offering four 
gatherings (the first on March 7 featuring a 
pre-concert cocktail with Maestro Andrew 
Litton), discounted concert tickets, and 
discounted Crash the Ball tickets. 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


THE SCENE 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

A Broadway club for young professionals 
and art patrons in their 20s and 30s, The 
Scene has dedicated itself to generating 
new arts audiences and supporters in 
Minneapolis. Meant for anyone interested 
in cultivating a passion for the perform- 
ing arts, The Scene brings together 
like-minded individuals for social events, 
performances, and networking. Members 
are given the opportunity to network in a 
relaxed environment, go behind-the-scenes 
with cast and crew of Broadway produc- 
tions and participate in exclusive events 
(including opening night parties) all while 
contributing to the vitality of performing 
arts on Hennepin Avenue. The $20 an- 
nual membership fees include discounted 
tickets to member performances (includ- 
ing Broadway, concerts, comedy, dance, 
etc.), discounts at theatre bars, complimen- 
tary entrance to Broadway Confidential 
programs, complimentary tours of the 
theatres, and the opportunity to participate 
in a variety of arts-related service projects. 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


TEMPO 


Minnesota Opera 
Meant for opera goers between the ages 
of 21 and 39, Tempo is a membership pro- 


gram for both new and seasoned guests. 
The $50 Tempo membership includes a va- 
riety of benefits to enjoy and get acquainted 
with Minnesota Opera. Members will enjoy 
savings of up to 7696 off opening night tick- 
ets, invitations to after parties, and opportu- 
nities to meet the singers and creative team 
behind each production at select events in 
an entertaining and relaxed atmosphere. In 
addition, Tempo members gain admittance 
to the members-only Tempo Intermission 
Lounge and the chance to participate in 
Opera Insights, informative sessions held 
one hour before every show. 
www.mnopera.org 


TORCH COMMUNITY 


Created in 2009 after a young professional 
transplanted to the Twin Cities due to a 
new career opportunity, Torch Community 
has a unique vision to go beyond face-value 
networking: to connect with communities 
that matter to young professionals. These 
types of communities are focused on career 
development, diversity and inclusion, 
social responsibility, and the arts. Torch 
Community is proud to partner with many 
organizations, including those involved 
with the performing arts. These partner- 
ships grew out of the idea that connecting 
young professionals with the community 
creates the opportunity to build genuine 
relationships with other people who care 
about the things they feel passionate about 
themselves. 

www.torchcommunity.org 


URBANITES 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


As an organization for young professionals 
between the ages of 20 and 39, Urbanites 
brings together like-minded individuals for 
performances at the Ordway. A free mem- 
bership provides the member with access 
to discounted opening night tickets and 
invitations to post-show parties and special 
events hosted by the Ordway. 
www.ordway.org W 
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lexander Mc- 
Queen de- 
fined fashion 
as escapism. 
Mary Quant 
called it a life 
accessory. Versace called 
it self-expression. Prada 
called it language. Chanel 
called it architecture. 

The Greats expressed 
(and express) fashion as 
an idea bigger than itself. 
Fashion as wearable art. 
Visual identity. A way to 
communicate without 
speaking. 

But The Greats are rare. 

What fills fashion press 
today is fashion as an 
exercise in materialism, an 
exhibition of superficiality, 
something the academic 
pities, the feminist abhors, 
the aspirational envies. 
Fashion comes with mon- 
ey-grabbing oversimplifica- 
tion. Proof? Here are some 
real-life magazine cover 
headlines: “587 Ways to 
Win Winter,” “726 Looks for 
a Better You,” “823 Beauty 
Ideas,” and, our favorite, 
“953 Easy Pieces.” 

Too many media outlets 
have abandoned fashion as 
anything more than a com- 
mercial playground. 

Fine. We'll give you 
fashion as you take it. 

But style. Style is differ- 
ent. Style is today what The 
Greats called fashion yes- 
terday. Style is today what 
Yves Saint Laurent meant 
when he said, "Fashions 
fade. Style is eternal." 

Which is why we're here. 


| av asn 


JUSTIN JONES | BRANDON MCCRAY 


A Style Quarterly 


Target as much as it 
means Manolo Blahniks to 
fashion shows. It means 
Self expression. Style is 
how we wish the world 
to see us, which, when 
at its best, is how we see 
ourselves. 

Fashion is visual style. 
It's the first thing people 
see about us, and it is 
what they see about us 
most often. It’s not some- 
thing to worry with. It's 
something to feel comfort- 
able with, something to 
be proud of, yard sale find 
or off the runway. (Aside: 
fashion may not always be 
something to feel comfort- 
able in, however—some 
women actually enjoy 
wearing heelless stilettos.) 

The intention of this 
column is to offer more 
than glittery recaps of 
fashion shows. This col- 
umn is about recognizing 
the style, the inspiration, 
the art, behind fashion. It's 
about contextualizing the 
industry by enunciating 
what drives our local fash- 
ion leaders—designers, 
boutique owners, stylists, 
models, and fashionistas. 
It's about their histories, 
their passions, their ideas 
about what "style" means, 
and why it's more than mag- 
azine cover merchandise. 

We'll take you through 
the burgeoning Twin Cities 
fashion industry like you've 
never been. We'll introduce 
you not just to new trends, 

but to the people who bring them to life. You'll sit with us for intimate 
interviews with the scene's staple fashion personalities. And we'll make 


This is not a fashion column. This is a style column about fashion. sure you have fun while we're doing it. 
Style to us is authenticity and individuality as much as it is We're excited to introduce you to Lav.fash, a quarterly style column 
tact and fun. Having great style means wearing sweatpants to for Lavender Magazine. W 


Special thanks to Serah Sauser, Ignite Modeling Agency, Brian Trinh, On Brandon Jacket: H&M, $79; Tie: Penguin, $55; Jeans: Nudie, $199; Shoes: OTW, $99 
Kate Erickson, Casey Moore, David H. Dillon, Kyle Lieberman, Brit- On Justin Blazer: Howe, $179 at Atmosfere Minneapolis; Shirt: Calvin Kline, $37; Jeans: 


tany Obee, Alle Fister, Atmosfere Minneapolis, Martinpatrick3, blue- ; è 
EFIKON Anita M Beecroft H&M, $30; Shoes: Aldo, $50 | Photography by Serah Sauser, www.serahstar.com 


42 | LAVENDER | MARCH 6-19, 2014 


Lumiere sur Atmosfere 


Where Timeless Meets Cool 


ogether, Dan and Damon Capetz 
have achieved with Atmosfere a eee 
a balance between the timeless e 
and the in-vogue with an impres- 
sive ability to foster language be- 
tween fashion and style, clothier 
and customer, father and son. 

The Capetzes are the father-son 
owners of men's clothing boutique 
Atmosfere in Minneapolis. We sa 
down with them for a conversation on 
fashion and style, and if one thing's 
Clear, it's this: they know how to speak 
our language. 

Dan, the senior Capetz, has about 
him the air of a veteran haberdasher. 
His dress, always made up from at 
least one part signature sport coat, 
reflects a calm charm and confidence 
forged from more than 30 years of 
industry experience. Son Damon, 27, 
maintains an equally cool disposition, 
one in touch with the contemporary 
but never too far from the classic. 

Inside Atmosfere we find a collec- 
tion of men's clothing rightfully married 
more to longevity, both in quality and 
impression, than to brand. With the 
exception of a few staple lines such 


across generations and skill level has 
saved countless men from fashion di- 
saster (and we've been among them). 

Customers shop Atmosfere for its 
reputation of outfitting guests in ward- 
robes that communicate more than 
looks, but their wearers' personali- 
ties, and the results are undeniable: 
from more than a half-dozen industry 
insiders, from stylists to models, we've 
heard rave reviews about the Capetz- 
es' ability to deliver on any style need. 

Variety, too, has its place in the 
hearts of the Atmosfere loyal. With a 
selection of both casual and formal- 
wear, Atmosfere helps to inform attire 
for every occasion, from fashion shows 
to weddings to relaxed afternoons on 
the lake. 

What's more, and what excites 
us most about Atmosfere, is that we 
find it all—the clothing, the ambience, 
the attention to customer service—at 
prices accessible to almost everyone. 
Form-fitted suits go for as low as 
$150, Howe blazers as low as $179, 
and Penguin shirts from $89. 

In a few years' time, the senior 
Capetz intends to leave Atmosfere's 


as Shades of Grey by Micah Cohen, "Your personal style, it's almost like your reins to his well-trained protégé and 
Atmosfere carries designers based on language." son, who promises to lead Atmosfere 


seasonal collections that match the 

Capetzes' tastes, rather than relying on designers season after 
season for line consistency. As a result, shopping Atmosfere 
means encountering new and emergent designers displayed next 
to household names. Shoppers are more likely to show fidelity to 
personal style than they are to any label. 

Of the many attributes that keep its shopper base loyal, At- 
mosfere's focus on customer relationship is paramount. We hear 
inside the boutique the Capetzes' cool, soothing voices respond- 
ing to and advising fashion needs for men of every age and know- 
how. Their ability to simplify the complexities of men's fashion 


Photography by Mike Hnida 


by continuing its legacy of marrying 
evolving trends to perennial fashion. 
“At this point in my life," Damon says, "I can't see myself do- 
ing anything else." 
We couldn't be more delighted. I 


Atmosfere is located at 3001 Hennepin Ave S #2300 at Calhoun Square in 
Uptown Minneapolis. Like them on Facebook or visit them online (d 
atmosferempls.com. 


Suit: Penguin, $225; Shirt: Enzo, $75; Tie: Bruno Shirt: Penguin, $89; Vest: Shades of Grey, $98; 
Piattelli, $39; Pocket Scarf: Bruno Piattelli, $20; Pants: Zippo, $130; Bow Tie: Bruno Piattelli, $39; 
Belt: Ben Sherman, $60; Bag: Ben Sherman, Belt: Ben Sherman, $90; Bag: Ben Sherman, $80; 
$80; Sunglasses: Alexander Trees, $125 Sunglasses: Alexander Trees, $125 
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5 Questions with Alle Fister 
Founder/Princioal, Bolare 


It's taken Alle Fister only eight years to found and cultivate fashion PR firm Bollare into 
one of the world’s most cutting-edge companies of its kind. With more than 75 employees 
across offices in West Hollywood, New York, and London, Bollare is making its presence 
known in the beauty, fashion, and lifestyle industries. With celebrity seeding, digital consult- 
ing and traditional press, Bollare protects and enhances public image for almost 130 global 
brands including bebe, French Connection, and Henri Bendel. 


Lav.fash: What is your source of inspiration? 

Alle Fister: First and foremost, my love for fashion is my greatest inspiration; it's infused in 
everything | do. Second to that is my love for changing perspectives. It’s so rewarding, help- 
ing creatives build their brands 


Lf: What do you see as the next “big thing” for the fashion industry? 

AF: You are going to see collaborations becoming more and more popular. Not just 
between stores and designers like Missoni for Target but on a larger scale and across non- 
related industries. 


Lf: Dream Client? 

AF: Well, being in the industry of representing numerous brands | don’t have a favorite, but 
| will say this: | look at following talent, the minds behind the brands rather than the brands 
themselves. 


Lf: One item you can’t live without? 
AF: A great handbag...currently my Chanel Boyfriend bag 


Lf: What does “style” mean to you? 
AF: It means identifying what makes you feel comfortable and special. It’s your self-inter- 
pretation and self-expression of what's out there in the marketplace 


n 


Alle Fister, Principal at Bollare 


Lav.iasn Playlist -asn. 10 


gs from the Run "Ono » 
Want some music to pump up the night? Here are five of the top songs currently 
thumping runways worldwide. Genres range. 

* XXYXX, "Witching Hour" 

* Willy Moon, "She Loves Me" 

e Santigold, "Disparate Youth" 

* Pulp, "After Youth" 

* Mensch, "Swim Swim" 


Coined for Étienne de Silhouette, "à la Silhouette" 
permeated 18th century France to describe things 
perceived as cheap (Etty was an infamously cheap 
politician). Now it's glamorized into an outfit's shadowy 
first impression at the end of a runway. 


The Resume 
Casey Moore 
Model Agency: Ignite Models, ignite-models.com 


She's as fun as she is stunning. This issue, we peek at the Résumé of Minneapolis-based model 
Casey Moore. 


Name: Casey Moore 

Height: 5'10" 

Hometown: Woodbury, MN 

How were you discovered: A co-worker who was a model told me to contact an agency 

Favorite Designer: Ted Baker 

Best job experience: | love doing bridal shoots and shows, it's fun to pretend and be a bride for a day 
What would you do if you weren't modeling: | currently have a day job as a real estate coordinator 
at AM Retail Group 

Your dream client to model for: Zara 

How would you define your style: Effortless & chic 

One fashion item you can't live without: My leather jacket 

Current obsession or guilty pleasure: Guilty pleasure - Watching /^e Ba 


Casey Moore | Photography by Serah Sauser 
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Hed Dress Collection 201 4 
(Graves 601 Hotel | 02.16.14 


Local celebrities, fashion industry insiders, and television personalities took to the runway to raise money for women's heart health at the annual Red Dress Collection fundraiser. 
Hosted by our most beloved emcee-in-chief and CW host Carly Aplin, the event was sponsored by University of Minnesota Physicians Heart at Fairview with support from the 
Lillehei Heart Institute and Prime Therapeutics. Original dresses from 20 of the Cities’ top designers including Emma Berg, Caroline Hayden, and Christopher Straub 
made the show as glamorous as it was fun. Twin Cities: put and keep this event on your calendar. It's one of the most beautiful of the year. 


am 


(L-R) KARE 11's Julie Nelson; CW's Carly Aplin and Millie, a young survivor of heart disease: Shop NBC's Wendi Russo | Photography by Kyle Lieberman 


| Black Hearts Bal 
OM AoW ST presented by TM+ THO 


Rapson Hall | 02.15.14 Minneapolis y lub | 02.14.14 


Models by designer | Hair & Makeup: Aveda Models by Rogue 
Hair & Makeup: Mahogany Plautz & Monique Rondeau 


Nineteen senior class student designers showcased their final works at the 
University’s annual Align Apparel Design Fashion Show. Their visions impress 
upon the industry just how talented are the Cities’ young designers. Laura 


Schaefer showed a sophisticated ready-to-wear collection of fine fabrics and : ` É i 
uncomplicated silhouettes. We'd be remiss not to say that her talent measures in theatrics with the inaugural Black Hearts Ball runway event. Hosted 


with seasoned professionals. Paul Erling's collection stung audiences with at the Minneapolis Club, the self-titled "high-class aphrodisiac" event 

a haunting commentary on the abstract with diverse approaches to size and offered contemporary fashion juxtaposed with historic opulence. Tim 

texture through androgynous pieces. We see in Paul erudition that we couldn't Navarro illustrated social commentary on how androgyny translates 

ignore. power into confidence with iridescent fabrics and structured designs. 
We're impressed with his take on the modern blazer suited for any 

— ! gender identity. Laura Fulk, one of the most daring and enigmatic 

designers in the Twin Cities, presented a four-piece set titled Everything 
Was Beautiful and Nothing Hurt, on the removal of oneself from fear. 
With a striking emerald gown following three futuristic dresses in brilliant 
white, Fulk recaptures our imagination after being absent from the scene 
since 2010. We're begging she comes back. 


Featuring seven local fashion designers paired with operatic and clas- 
Sical musicians, designers Tim and Thom Navarro presented fashion 


(L-R) Designers: Laura Schaefer, Paul Erling | Photography by Brittany Obee 


For more images, more content, and online exclusives, : 
visit LavenderMagazine.com (L-R) Designers: Tim Navarro, Laura Fulk | Photography by Gregg Jiracek 
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SPRING 2014 


Dont forget to pack 


your confidence. 


hat's on trend 

this season? 

The economy. 

Or at least 

a reflection 
thereof. When the fashion industry 
was in the throes of the reces- 
Sion, designer collections mirrored 
the public's fears of an uncertain 
future. Fashion houses worldwide 
fell victim to the crisis. Hues were 
dark, fabrics were heavy, and run- 
ways were free of extravagance. 
But if the spring collections of 
recent years reflect the indus- 
try's current outlook, times have 
changed. Spring 2014 collections 
bring with them the exciting, dar- 
ing, and bold trends that avoided 
runways in recent seasons. 

We describe to you here 
themes of the season through 
personality traits for the sexes. 

Women 

Clever. Show some skin and 
do so proudly. Labels such as Eliz- 
abeth & James and Marc by Marc 
Jacobs this season lead with new 
emphasis on sex appeal by playing 
with clever silhouettes and sheer 
fabrics suitable for a variety of 
body types. Expect mesh sleeves 
and triangular-cut tops, but let not 
your wallet worry--price points 
haven't forgotten our economic 
strife. Topshop is among the many 
affordable brands purveying the 
trend. Its semi-mesh black skirt 
is a steal at $35. (Select Topshop 
lines available at Nordstrom.) 

Individual. Color blocking last 
year underlined a hallmark of the 
post-modernist: bold individual- 
ity. Spring 2014 evolves the trend 
by layering in graphic prints and 
embellishments--on everything. 
Geometric patterns and generous 
florals saturate it all--from tops 


On Trek: Moods of Norway Jacket, $499; Ted Baker Shirt, $165; Gitman Vintage Shorts, $188 


Models from Ignite | Photography by David H Dillion | Styling by Brian Trinh | Make up by Kate Erickson 
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and bottoms to blazers and totes. 
Following collaborations such as 
Versace for H&M, Peter Pilotto 
partners with Target to introduce 

a 62-piece spring line highlighting 
as many prints as it does colors. 
Expect beads, fringe, and sequins 
to further embellish and enliven the 
season. 

Relaxed. Loud patterns don’t 
translate into extreme fits. Spring 
2014 continues the skinny jean 
trend but also embraces a more 
relaxed fit. Count wide-leg trousers 
as part of your spring wardrobe 
and execute with higher waistlines 
to elongate your frame, no matter 
your size. 

Men 

Intuitive. Masculine florals 
permeated fashion week. Blazers, 
shirts, shorts, and pants will carry 
them this season. Pairing floral 
blazers with neat khakis and solid 
polo shirts sounds off-putting, but 
shows well when balanced right. 
Camouflage, too, will return in “full 
bloom,” as it were. 

Strong. Calvin Klein and 
Armani spring collections exhibit 
a variety of blues, but indigo is in 
the spotlight. Indigo this season 
started with Japanese designers 
such as Sacai and Issey Miyake 
and has since permeated design 
houses in Europe and the US. It’s 
bold. It’s clean. Be on the watch 
for indigo on everything from 
denim and silk to shoes and suits. 

Functional. Louis Vuitton, 
Burberry, Michael Kors and Gucci 
hail 2014 as the Year of the Man 
Bag. The accessory remains 
controversial, but its popularity 
continues a steady rise. Found 
today at every price point in every 
fabric, what once was considered 
hyper-feminine is now a staple 
with metropolitan men worldwide. 
Man bags get a boost this spring. 


On Maggie: J. Brand On Anita: Printed 
Jumper San & Soni, 
$169; Necklace by 
Tess & Tricia, $42 


leather jacket, $1,425; 
Dress by Kokoon, $144; 
Cuff by Realia by Jen 
$198; Necklace by 
Parralle Pulse, $32 
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your room by p zn 
using promo 5 ZH 
code U59 [alsps Nus 


The Hal Mlinneapolio 


AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION" 
HOTELS 


Minneapolis heats up in the winter and The Hotel Minneapolis is right in the middle 
of it all. Stay at our historically hip hotel and experience all of the warm excitment 
that Minneapolis has to offer. 


For more details call 1-888-717-8853 or visit www.thehotelminneapolis.com 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 


Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 


Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 


Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


i M 
i 
Before a » 


MT din 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #8C378021 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | ON THE RECORD 


BY ED HUYCK 


JEREMY MESSERSMITH 


The locally-based singer-songwriter strengthens his position as one of the Twin 
Cities’ best talents on his latest album, which mixes touches of pop and rock 
music from multiple generations into a fresh and engaging package. Musically, 
Messersmith employs a straightforward approach, building off Beatles-esque rock 
or acoustically driven pop. Beyond that, he builds up plenty of layers that take the 
songs in unexpected aural directions. On the lyrical front, the sometimes off-kilter 
nature remains, with tunes like “Tourniquet,” “Hitman,” and “I Want to be Your One 
Night Stand” showcasing Messersmith’s sometimes macabre sense of humor. At the 
same time, these songs still ache with lost love; or bask in the warmth of connection. 
It's a measured and mature set from a strong player in the local scene. 


m i 
ram BySPHORIA BUSS 


AGAINST ME! 


As the title suggests, the latest from this Florida band explores transgender 
issues, especially those of singer Laura Jane Grace, whose transition makes her 
one of a handful in the often inflexible world of extreme music. The album bristles 
with musical intensity, though Against Me! leans toward the poppier end of the 
punk spectrum. The collection features ten cuts that rage out, even on the acoustic 
“Two Coffins.” Transitional and transgender issues show up throughout, from the 
title track to its follow up on the album, “True Trans Soul Rebel” and beyond. The 
band has been at the game for a long time, and hit the right punk-rock buttons 
here: solid drumming as a backbone, pulsating bass, and ferocious guitars with 
Grace’s wail holding it all together. 


BEYONCÉ 


Beyoncé gave her fans — and pop music lovers in general - a Christmas present 
(OK, one that cost $10 to download) late last year with this self-titled album. It's 
a fittingly fierce collection of tunes that showcase her vocal and musical skills. 
The album features songwriting and vocal collaborations with a host of folks 
(including hubby Jay- Z), but there's no question who is in charge throughout 
the 14 songs on this collection. Beyoncé also shows she can move with the times, 
mixing a number of more recent pop, hip-hop, and dance trends into her musical 
mix. There are propulsive, MIA-like tracks here (“Partition”), smooth-moving 
ballads ("Superpower" with Frank Ocean), and a song featuring a breakdown from 
Nigerian author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. That’s truly fierce. 


Sharon Jones’ crusade to recreate and build on classic soul continues on her latest 
album. Here, the sense of survival and triumph that has carried all of her recent 
music has been intensified by a real-world battle. Jones’ struggle with cancer 
delayed the release of the album by six months. Beyond that, these ten tracks 
bring back the classic soul vibe from the opening riffs of “Retreat!” It is clear that 
moving back is the last thing on the mind of the singer, who struggled for decades 
before finding success after her 50th birthday. The ten cuts blaze by in a flash, 
propelled all the way by the expert playing of the Dap Kings and the warm, analog 
production that makes this sound like a long-lost classic. 
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Imperial Court of Minnesota Coronation XXII 


February 8, Radisson Plaza Hotel Minneapolis 
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d i Emperor XXII, Darin Hatch (right), and Empress XXII, Brie J’ordon 
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SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS 


Michael Sam: Some Type of Hero 


Bleep. 

Ugh, another iPhone notification. Need 
to turn half of those off. Ignore. 

BLEEP! Sigh. I picked the phone up. 

It was my Bleacher Report app. “NFL 
Prospect Michael Sam Comes Out as Gay - 
Big Tests Loom for Him, League." 

Whoa. I devoured the article. 

Two weeks ago, save for college football 
fans, no one, including me, had heard of Mi- 
chael Sam. Today, you can't find a sports 
blog without a mention of his name. In early 
February, hungry for more information, I 
obsessively read every report from my favor- 
ite sporting news sources. Certain phrases 
were especially exciting: 

*...expected to be a mid-to-high round 
draft pick." 

*... SEC Defensive Player of the Year.” 

*... could be first openly gay player in the 
history of the NFL." 

I couldn't believe it. A few weeks prior, a 
freshmen place kicker came out to his team at 
a small Division III school in Oregon. While, 
at the time, I'd been excited for the possibili- 
ties, it wasn't perceived as super shocking, 
and not many news outlets picked up the sto- 
ry. Michael Sam was different. Why? 

If you've been living in a hole, do a Google 
image search for Sam. He's a huge (by my 
standards, though not necessarily NFL stan- 
dards), muscular and well-defined, African 
American man. (By the way, see how cute!) 
He plays Defensive End. For those of you 
that don't follow football, that means he's the 
guy that takes down quarterbacks. The guy 
responsible for containing the Adrian Peter- 
sons of the NFL. A kicker he ain't. 

He attended the University of Missouri, 
where last year he was named the best de- 
fensive player in one of the most competitive 
conferences in college football. He grew up 
in Texas, where boys are bred to live and 
breathe the game and marry trophy wives. 

Are you beginning to see why this is dif- 
ferent? 

Initial reactions to Sam's announcement 
understandably were all over the board. Pro 


and former pro athletes rushed to support 
him. Journalists all had their say. But what 
was the word on the street? Seeing as how 
it's too cold to go outside, I went to the next 
best source for “real talk", the comments sec- 
tion of any online news article. 

Yes, there were gay slurs, as there were 
adamant supporters. And there was quite a 
bit of: 

Whoooooo caaaaaarrreeees?!?! 

Why is this even news 

Who gives a crap! 

next 

move on 

this isn't big news it shouldn't be blown up 
like this like hes some type of hero for doing 
this. Hes not a hero. Hes not overcoming any- 
thing that would affect the way he plays. 

It's said that apathy is worse than hate. 
It's merely a camouflage for it, of course. 

Interestingly enough, coming out did affect 
the way Michael Sam played. Just look at his 
statline. Sam came out to his Mizzou coaches 
and teammates prior to the 2013 season. 


Selected 2012 Stats 


(Closeted Michael Sam) 
Tackles For A Loss | Sacks 
22 7 4.5 


Selected 2013 Stats (Out Michael Sam) 


Tackles For A Loss Sacks 


48 19 11.5 


And, if we’re labeling and name-calling, 
then I think Sam is “some type of hero.” A 
well-meaning Facebook friend, a straight 
ally, commented on the article I shared about 
Sam’s coming out: 

"Tm not sure how I feel about this...I 
hope his orientation alone wouldn't cause 
any team to think twice about employing this 
kid, but anything in training camp, especially 
with rookies, that will be seen as an obvi- 
ous distraction is going to be looked at long 
and hard. I'd hate to see this kid miss out 


on an opportunity because of this...I guess I 
would've waited until September..." 

Webster defines “hero” as: “A person who 
is admired for his achievements and noble 
qualities; one who shows great courage." 

You know, everything my friend spoke of 
is a possibility. Sam's draft stock could plum- 
met. Teams could pass on him completely. 
He could face hostility in the locker room 
and on the field. He took an enormous risk. 
And it was about more than owning his story, 
and beating the media to the punch. (NFL 
scouts and reporters had already been ask- 
ing his agents about his sexuality.) 

Michael Sam wanted the NFL to know 
exactly who he is, knowing that telling them 
could cost him his career. That is noble. 
That took courage. And many, including my- 
self, admire him. That is heroic. 

There is some kid out there right now who 
now has the role model he's been searching 
for. Some closeted and afraid 10" grade foot- 
ball player that didn't see a reflection of him- 
self when he looked out into society. We've 
all read the stats on suicide and bullying, 
specifically amongst gay youth. That reflec- 
tion of the self, those gay public figures that 
model confidence and success - they're life- 
saving. And not just for kids. If Michael Sam 
has helped any gay athlete hold his head a 
little higher as he walks into a locker room, if 
he's given any scared gay kid from the South 
a goal to shoot for and reason to keep living, 
then he's already done enough. 

Sam still has obstacles to overcome be- 
fore making an NFL roster. Like all other 
prospects, he has to prove he can compete 
physically at an elite level. He's handled 
all press coverage thus far with grace and 
poise, though gave an average performance 
running drills at the NFL Scouting Com- 
bine. I’m rooting for him. I personally think 
he'd look great in green and gold. Regard- 
less of where he lands, if he's playing in the 
NFL in 2014, I'll sure be first in line to buy 
his jersey. m 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather, BDSM and Creativity 


We all know the stereotype: Gay men are 
creative. Hairdressers, designers and flo- 
rists—what more do you need to know? 

Well, if it could be argued that this partic- 
ular stereotype reflects reality, I would argue 
the stereotype is too limiting. I see all kinds 
of creative people around me. Gay men, yes, 
but also lesbians, bisexuals, and transgender 
people—we are a creative community that is 
constantly inventing new ways of living, lov- 
ing, and relating to the world and the society 
around us. And we take delight in creatively 
documenting our inventions, using many and 
varied literary and artistic media. 

Then there are the members of the 
leather/BDSM/fetish community, who 
also find extremely creative ways to ex- 
press themselves and their sexuality, and 
who delight in creating novel ways to struc- 
ture relationships. 

Are we, the members of the GLBT and 
leather/BDSM/fetish communities, really 
that much more creative than people who 
are not members of these communities? I 
can think of several reasons why we might 
be. Because we have, in some respects, 
turned our back on many of the conven- 
tions of society’s rulebook, we might have 
the freedom to think differently. Maybe 
our perceptions are less filtered by ortho- 
doxy and are therefore more open to al- 
ternative ways of looking at things. Maybe 
we're more innately creative because we 
need that creativity to survive in a world 
that can be hostile. 

But creativity, like musculature, needs to 
be exercised if it’s going to develop. It was 
in this spirit that on Sunday, January 19, I 


attended an afternoon-long workshop on 
“BDSM and Creativity.” The workshop was 
a joint presentation of the BDSM Creative 
Collective and Minnesota Leather Pride. 
More than a dozen people attended, among 
them writers, illustrators, a painter, and a 
photographer. All modes of creative expres- 
sion were welcome. 

The workshop was facilitated by Lady 
Carol, who also produces the annual BDSM 
Creative Collective Anthology that has been 
a part of the annual Minnesota Leather Pride 
celebration for the last several years. (Lady 
Carol presented a similar workshop the fol- 
lowing weekend in Madison, Wisconsin.) 

Lady Carol started the workshop by ask- 
ing some questions: Why do we create? Why 
do we write, paint, sculpt, do photography, 
or whatever—and why especially about the 
BDSM part of our lives? Here are some ben- 
efits of exercising our creativity given by 
workshop participants: 

* Documenting our experiences by writ- 
ing, drawing, or painting lets us relive 
and re-experience them. It makes them 
real. 

e Telling our stories by writing things 
down, or otherwise documenting them, 
puts us in touch with ourselves and 
helps us discover and accept who we 


really are. 
* Being creative is a way to explore new 
territories, feelings, situations, and 


voices. It can also be a kind of alchemy, 

a way to transmute darkness into en- 
lightenment. 

Having discussed why we valued creativ- 

ity, Lady Carol then had us do an exercise: 


We had 20 minutes to write or draw or envi- 
sion “someone in the BDSM lifestyle who is 
in a different role than you are." 

The group dispersed to various corners 
of the building and started creating. I fired 
up the writing app on my iPad, raised my 
fingers above the virtual keyboard—and ran 
headlong into writer's block. I couldn't get 
started because I couldn't think of anything 
to write. I grabbed the first "different role" 
that sprang to mind—write about someone 
who is female—and started writing about a 
female domme who lived on an estate and 
liked to throw parties. Once I got started, the 
ideas and images flew from my brain through 
my fingertips onto the iPad screen. 

The group reassembled and everyone 
shared their creations. Then Lady Carol 
gave us two more assignments: Write a short 
poem (in ten minutes) and write about mak- 
ing preparations for an impromptu BDSM 
scene (again, ten minutes). 

The point of these exercises was not nec- 
essarily to create finished products in ten or 
twenty minutes. Maybe we started creating 
something during an exercise that could be 
fleshed out later, or maybe we didn't. But at 
least we stretched and flexed and strength- 
ened and toned our creativity. 

So now it's your turn. Go do something 
creative. Envision, dream, explore—and 
then capture it by writing it down or drawing 
it or painting it. (Lady Carol said that much 
of what she writes in her head never makes 
it to paper.) 

It might not turn out to be a masterpiece. 
But, then again, it might. You never know un- 
til you try. m 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Monument Road 
Charlie Quimby 
Torrey House Press 
$16.95 


Leonard Self, an aging rancher, is heading up Monument 
Road to scatter his wife's ashes-a year ago on her death- 
bed Inetta exacted his promise-from her favorite lookout. 
He intends then to step off into eternity after her. Played 
against a stark western landscape, with a barely articulate 
yet, nevertheless, expressive protagonist, this odyssey 

to self-destruction is halted, started, interspersed with 
characters and events past and present, bringing an entire 
galaxy of characters into sharp relief, painting a picture not 
only of Leonard and Inetta’s lives, but of the changing land 
and people around them. Despite the detours, Leonard 
reaches his goal, and finds that Inetta has yet one more 
less on to teach him. A marvelously broad novel, a truly 
modern western. 


The Home Brewer's Guide to Vintage Beer: 
Rediscovered Recipes for Classic Brews Dating 
from 1800 to 1965 

Ron Pattinson 

Quarry Books 

$24.99 


The Code of Hammurabi listed brewing laws, and the 
Mesopotamian prayer “Hymn to Ninkasi” addressed the 
goddess of beer directly. In the broadest sense, not much 
changed over a few thousand years in the combination of 
malt, water, and yeast, until the introduction of hops by 
Flemish immigrants in the fourteenth century. If it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it, you’d think, but people have been tinker- 
ing continually with the most popular beverage (after water 
and tea). Pattison asked himself if it were possible to revive 
some of the old recipes, then set off to answer his ques- 
tion, finally narrowing his scope to just those brews made 
between 1800 and 1965. An entertaining, historical read, in 
which Pattinson offers meticulously researched recipes for 
102 vintage brews. 


Simple Flower Arranging: Step-by-Step Designs 
and Techniques 

Mark Welford & Stephen Wicks 

DK Publishing 

$25 


Co-authors Welford and Wicks have done their homework. 
Ex-Royal Ballet dancers who started their award-winning 
florist business Bloomsbury Flowers in London’s Covent 
Garden in 1994, and who now supply bouquets to the 
ballerinas at the Royal Opera House and other venues, the 
pair knows how to guide the reader in creating his own 
innovative arrangements. The gorgeous photographs alone 
will help dispel the Polar Vortex blues, while the 60 sugges- 
tions for unique arrangements will stir one’s latent green 
thumb. Arranged by Informal Designs, Vase Arrange- 
ments, Floral Foam Displays, Planted Designs, and Large 
Scale Designs, the authors instruct in palette choices, 
vases, structural design, and cunning planters (an old cake 
pan, a round cheese box), always considering flowers and 
foliage that are readily available. A treat! 


Nothing Like a Dame: Conversations with the 
Great Women of Musical Theater 

Eddie Shapiro 

Oxford University Press 

$39.95 


Eddie Shapiro used his life-long love affair with the modern 
musical theater to have conversations with twenty of its 
greatest dames. To winnow down his choices, Shapiro’s 
“strict, subjective criteria” included, “careers devoted to 
theater,” no “one hit wonders,” and having won “at least 

one Tony Award.” The finalists include Elaine Stritch, Carol 
Channing, Bebe Neuwerth, and Kristen Chenowith. Shapiro 
aimed for long conversations and, unlike many an inter- 
viewer, used his own knowledge and fan passions to direct, 
rather than take over, the conversations, making the reader 
privy to each subject’s unique story. Asked why she became 
an actress, Stritch answered, “Because I wanted higher 
ceilings. It’s as good an answer as any.” Multiply this nugget 
times twenty dames and 364 pages: a fabulous read. Bl 
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RIDE REVIEW 


Thomas Wolfe is wrong — you can go 
home again. 

Recently, I visited my hometown for the 
weekend. It has been six years since my last 
visit, so I was curious as to the changes that 
transpired over time since growing up there. 

I did not grow up in some typical small town 
community. My hometown is a part of one of 
the largest cities in America - Los Angeles. To 
be specific, I was born and raised in the San 
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BY RANDY STERN 


Buick Regal 


Fernando Valley community of Reseda. 

Needless to say, I did not travel alone. I 
had a companion with me — an appropriate 
one. This one would be welcomed in the 
Reseda of my youth as it would today. 

A silver 2014 Buick Regal became my 
trusted steed in this journey back home. It 
sat at an offairport parking lot near LAX, 
waiting patiently for my arrival. It knew it had 
to do plenty of duty during its time with me. 


PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


'The facelifted Regal continues to be built 
on General Motors' latest Epsilon platform, 
with a few nips and tucks away from being an 
Opel or Vauxhall in Europe. It has been the 
premium car of choice for Chinese consum- 
ers who would rather drive than be driven. 
Though it got lost in the shuffle between the 
Verano and LaCrosse, the update promises 
to help the Regal's cause in North America 
by upping the power the base turbocharged 
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RIDE REVIEW 


engine, de-emphasizing the eAssist option 
and adding all-wheel drive to the mix. 

How did the Regal do as my ride in L.A.? 

The Regal made easy work of Los Ange- 
les traffic. The reconstituted 2.0liter turbo- 
charged Ecotec engine is now 259 horse- 
power - representing an increase for regular 
Regal models - along with 295 pounds-feet of 
torque. Connected to a six-speed automatic 
driving in the front wheels, you feel the turbo 
kick in a bit late, but it will definitely keep up 
with traffic. This combination yielded a fuel 
consumption figure of 23.7MPG. 

Stop-and-go traffic, merging skill and 
quick responses are a part of Los Angeles 
driving. Most drivers you encounter have al- 
ready sharpened reflexes to deal with quick 
decisions on and off the freeways. Sadly, you 
do hear the term "sig alert" on the radio - 
something that is repeated using XM Traffic 
via Buick's Intelilink infotainment system. 
That is a term for when something went 
wrong - an accident where the wrong deci- 
sion was made. 

Keeping the Regal on the road is its basic 
setup. There is a nice ride balance with stable 
handling throughout. There is minimal roll 
through the corners, but it might just feel 
soft overall with some feedback on "bouncy" 
road conditions. The steering is quite good, 
with some softness on-center and good reac- 
tion in tight maneuvers. Brakes give a solid 
feel with sure stops in both normal and panic 
situations. 

One thing I noticed is the severe lack of 
Regals on the road. I was clearly outnum- 
bered by Mercedes-Benz C-Class sedans, 
BMW 3-Series, Audi A4s, Infiniti Q50s, and 
the Lexus IS. I found that I was clearly the 
only Regal on the road for hundreds of miles 
of driving. 

Perhaps this is a good thing. The Regal is 
a special kind of Buick. It is unlike the run- 


ofthe-mill midsized sedan, where it would 
compete with the likes of the Mazda6, Kia 
Optima, and Ford Fusion along with the 
Acura TSX or the Volvo S60. One would 
argue that the "smaller" Verano fits in the 
Buick lineup better than the Regal. I point 
out that though it might attract the same 
customer, the Verano would appeal to more 
practical consumers while the Regal gets 
those who want a sportier sedan. 

The Regal offers three up on the Verano - 
the eAssist and all-wheel drive options and the 
GS setup. The latter is what attracts enthusi- 
asts to the Regal. After driving the Verano Tur- 
bo briefly last year, I found there is an even 
greater advantage in the Regal - driver space. 

The leather seating is supportive and taut. 
Ifound a great place behind the wheel, which 
everything in front has changed. No longer 
are there big dials and a small switchable 
screen, as they yield to a more electric clus- 
ter with a larger information screen to boot. 
The center stack has changed with Buick's 
new simplified cluster around the big Inteli- 
link screen and new redundant switches on 
the steering wheel. After leaning my way 
through this setup in the LaCrosse, I got 
comfortable in the Regal navigating through 
radio presets, Bluetooth connection with the 
phone, and using the HVAC controls. 

Rear seat room is not for large adults. 
Four average-sized adults would find their 
place in the Regal. In my case, I can count 
on two more folks to enjoy spirited drives 
through Beverly Glen or the "long way" be- 
tween the San Fernando Valley and South 
Orange County - via Interstate 210 and a zig- 
zag of highways leading towards the recently 
widened El Toro "Y." 

Making the point of my having the only 
Buick Regal on the road made me wonder 
about whether it is cool or not. The exterior 
updates make the Regal even more handsome. 


The eighteen-inch alloy wheels and Michelin 
MXM4 Primacy tires finish out the look of this 
silver sedan. In my own mind, the 2014 Regal is 
cool. Yet, when having to share the Los Ange- 
les freeway system with a huge foreign brand 
contingency — and a good number of Chrysler 
300s - the Regal was indeed alone. 

Sure, the coolness factor would be easily 
raised if I had the GS. That is another animal 
in itself. 

To the tune of $34,685, this Premium II 
package kept me entertained across South- 
ern California. Some may question the high 
price tag, but price out the top end of most 
mid-sized family sedans and check their per- 
formance numbers. Then, price out the lower 
end of the premium brand set where the Re- 
gal wants to compete against. You might find 
the Regal has a few advantages for the money. 

Los Angeles is where I learned how to 
drive. This place is where this work is rooted. 
Having the Regal on this assignment was the 
right choice for thee job. Even when I wished 
for the GS model or HiPer Strut suspension 
to accomplish my driving better, this Regal 
was fitting to bridge the past with the expe- 
riences of my time in L.A. It made a great 
companion to witness the place where I grew 
up, the changes all around in the places I was 
once very familiar with, and to carry me for 
a family reunion eight years in the making. 

My brother and his family thought the 
Regal was cool. I value their opinion quite 
highly. I believe that speaks volumes against 
those who still think they need a higher 
priced luxury car similar in size to drive 
around Southern California in. 

This car works even better back here - 
the Twin Cities and the Upper Midwest, to be 
exact. For us, status is the least of our wor- 
ries. But, if you must aspire for more in your 
life — or just want a nice sporty sedan to run 
around town in - the Regal is a solid choice. m 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Freak Show 


I had started my annual so-it’s-Valentine’s Day-and-I’m-still-date- 
less article when a friend tipped me off to a developing story about 
a journalist outing a gender variant person who later committed sui- 
cide. I quickly investigated and then scrapped my Valentine’s Day 
piece for this one. 

Read on and you'll understand why. 

Here are the details: on January 15, 2014, the sports and pop-cul- 
ture blog Grantland posted an article entitled “Dr. V's Magical Put- 
ter" by golf enthusiast and writer Caleb Hannan. The 8,000 word ar- 
ticle is ostensibly about a super-duper golf putter with a revolutionary 
design. Hannan started out intending to simply write about how the 
putter came to into existence. Instead, he became far more interested 
in the putter's 6’ 1” tall, red-headed inventor, Dr. Essay Anne Vander- 
bilt, whom he and others simply refer to as *Dr. V." 

In agreeing to speak with Hannan, Dr. V insisted that Hannan fo- 
cus on the "science and not the scientist" behind the revolutionary 
putter. Hannan apparently agreed to this condition, and for part of his 
piece, he writes about personally testing out the putter and verifying 
its superb qualities with golf pros and mechanical engineers. 

However, as Hannan assembled information for his story, he dis- 
covered glaring inconsistencies in Dr. V's background. For example, 
Dr. V falsely claimed she attended MIT; she also made up having 
worked for the U.S. military. 

Eventually, Hannan tracked down one of Dr. V's prior employers, 
who implied that Dr. V was gender variant. Hannan then did more 
digging and discovered that Dr. V had been born male. 

At that point, Hannan's article quickly descends to the gutter. I can't 
tell if Hannan’s transition to male pronouns in referring to Dr. V is the 
result of ignorance, carelessness, or prejudice. He sounds almost giddy 
as he provides painstaking detail about Dr. V's (male) birth name and 
the fact that Dr. V had married twice and fathered at least two children. 
Unbelievably, Hannan goes so far as to provide the date, courthouse, and 
text of Dr. Vs name change petition in October 2003. 

Reading that made me want to puke. 

As if all of this wasn't enough, Hannan throws in that Dr. V had 
previously been the subject of harassment claims. In titillating fash- 
ion, Hannan discloses a co-worker once complained that Dr. V had 


made "inappropriate comments about her breasts and genitalia." 

Crucially, Hannan also discovered that Dr. V had attempted sui- 
cide in 2008, post-transition. That too, was fair game—Hannan quoted 
from the note Dr. V left before her 2008 unsuccessful suicide. 

As I read Hannan’s article, a phrase came to mind: 

Freak show. 

You know what I’m talking about—the image of the carnival 
barker standing outside a large tent, “Come one, come all, see the 
bearded lady!” 

Inside the tent, the barker might have a few other freaks—two head- 
ed babies, the crocodile man. Can’t you just hear the “oohs” and “aahs?” 

I get it that we humans are naturally curious about things unusual 
or odd. I also appreciate the journalistic bend to pursue a story wher- 
ever it may lead. 

Still, when it comes to trans folk, an element of spectacle is often 
involved. For example, have you ever noticed how often the media will 
post “before” and “after” pictures of transgender people who go public? 

Why is that? How are competing gender headshots relevant to a 
person’s decision to live authentically, as their true selves? 

The most appalling aspect of Hannan’s seedy exposé is his knowl- 
edge that Dr. V had gone “stealth” (hidden from the world that she 
was transgender) and that she was prone to suicide. Had Hannan 
conducted just a modicum of research, he would have understood 
the staggering rate at which trans people kill themselves. It wouldn’t 
have been rocket science to conclude that Dr. V might try it again 
because of Hannan’s article. 

In the end, despite Dr. V.’s threats/pleas/begging—she even re- 
ferred to the impending article as a “hate crime"—Hannan told Dr. V 
he was going forward with printing he article. 

Shortly after that, and before the article even ran, Dr. V was dead 
by her own hand. 

Damn. 

TIl let my journalist colleagues give Hannan his ethical due. 

Instead, I'll simply note that we now have one more human, some- 
one else's freak, to honor come this year's Transgender Day of Re- 
membrance. 

How incredibly sad. m 
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ClearWay Minnesota 
Seeks Board Candidates 


ClearWay Minnesota™ is seeking 
candidates for our Board of Directors. The 
ClearWay Minnesota Board oversees 
operations of an independent, nonprofit 
organization that works to eliminate the 
harm tobacco causes the people of 
Minnesota. ClearWay Minnesota's work 
encompasses cessation services, public 
policy activities, research, media campaigns 
and community outreach. 


Board terms are three years. Board 
Members serve without compensation. 
Please submit applications and resume to 
Amy Henderson at ClearWay Minnesota 
by March 14. 


Qualified candidates must have: 


" Expertise in areas related to Board 
governance 


No conflict of interest with ClearWay 
Minnesota vendors, grantees or 
contractors 


No affiliation with the tobacco 
industry or related trade associations 
within the last 10 years 


For an application visit our website 
www.clearwaymn.org/board-openings 
or email ahenderson@clearwaymn.org. 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 
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MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


EHE EF 


ARCHITECTU 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 


PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 
We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


shelterarchitecture.com 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


BUILDERS L 


iman Owned 


Vill work with your Architect 
6 years experience 


163) 355-8104 


slwilliams04@yahoo.com 


Lic# BC642026 


www.slwbuilders.com 


* Sanding 

* Refinishing 
* Install 

* Repair 
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7-time Angie's List 
Super Service 
Award Winner! 


612-290-1533 
www.earlsfloorsanding.com 


612-721-4080 — IE 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


| Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 
! Emergency Service Available | 


LICENSE #M1764#M359 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 
= 
AMERICAN FAMILY 


07497 9/13 


“Because Our Pets are Family” 
Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 


Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 

Dr. Christy Hutchins M i 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. — — Xv 


651-487-3712 * larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, P.A. 
Licensed Psychologist 


Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS GMN 


651-407-7864 v 
quem. c (©) [n3 Ms & a 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


Congratulations 
Eines. 


em 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


SES 612.827.9537 


Gy RealEstate -Instant Access to the Nations 
VANS - Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors. 
f Find Your Perfect Agent Online: 


www.GayhRealEstate.com 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


952LIMOBUS.com 
952-546-6287 
fb.com/PartyBusMN 


Just For Me Spa in Historic Stillwater 


We Welcome Groups: 
Weddings, Reunions, Getaways, 
Corporate Outings! 
Unique Spa Homes for 
Overnight Stays 


justformespa.com 


651-439-4662 


Advertise your business in 


qM) THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.l.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education an 
advocacy. 

2021 E. lenha in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 8bA4-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Ea 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
426 Delaware Street 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 35102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build and partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small: 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 


idtown. 
1130 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 52-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 

People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 
bi-monthly event for adults only! 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 


www.smm.org/socialscience 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 
Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 
30 E. 10th St. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 
Illusion Theater 
Nationally renowned for 

eveloping artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 
528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2981 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
ends dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


She Rock She Rock 
Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
ender non-conforming folks. 
9115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of 
America-Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
jnre church welcomes you. 

06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
ane Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


pio rams and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 

A covenant network congregation, 

working toward a church as 
enerous and just as God's grace. 

Ricollet Mall at 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Elderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 
organization committed to providing 
companionship for isolated seniors 
in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 

Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

Weekend away. Historie Rivertown: 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Golf Tent Wedding. 9 J 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getgwoy! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

Uk se etal 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis. Popular destination 

for abundant shoppin , unique 
EE 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy poupies etaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


Z00S 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 

animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

Apple Valley MN 
e Valle 

($22) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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A few weeks ago, I took my dad to the 
hospital for brain surgery. It was considered 
“elective surgery” (yes, there’s such a thing 
as elective brain surgery...who knew?), so it 
was an oddly bureaucratic check-in process. 
We had to meet with a few clerks before he 
was assigned a room. 

The final clerk yawned her way through 
my dad’s paperwork, refusing to make eye 
contact with us. That is until my dad ex- 
claimed: “I don’t want to be resuscitated! Do! 
Not! Resuscitate!” 

He said this in so merry a manner that 
the clerk stared at me agog. “Is he joking?” 
she asked. 

“No,” I sighed wearily. “He wants to die. 
In fact, if you have a gun, feel free to pull it 
out and shoot him.” My dad nodded enthusi- 
astically in agreement. 

“Ummmm,” she said carefully, “I’m not 
authorized to do that.” 

“Well, there’s still hope that I won’t make 
it through the surgery,” my dad said, patting 
my knee in solace. 

My dad was diagnosed with brain cancer 
about eight months ago. He has been wist- 
fully planning for his death ever since. My 
dad, who has always put responsibility and 
loyalty to his family above his personal hap- 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Edelweiss 


piness, wants to wrap the end of his life in 
a neat bow so my brother and I won't have 
to tidy any lingering mess from his 84 years 
on Earth. 

My mom, who died of cancer a year and 
a half ago, was just the opposite. She made a 
lot of noise in life, and she had no intention 
of leaving it quietly. She was a demanding, 
pain-in-the-ass until the end, and in many 
ways, that was easier to deal with than my 
dad's stubborn refusal to inconvenience me. 
It leaves me forever guessing what I can do 
to help him through this final transition. 

My mom once told me that there's a pea- 
hen and a peacock in every relationship. 
The peacock is the flamboyant center-of- 
attention that is slavishly attended to by the 
unappreciated peahen. In their 50-year mar- 
riage, my mom was the peacock. She was a 
brilliant, glorious, maddening attention-suck 
who we alternately worshiped and feared. 
My dad, by contrast, was loving, dependable 
and ever-present. 

When I was terrified to be left alone at 
nursery school, he was the one who sat in 
the back of the classroom until I felt confi- 
dent to be on my own. At Indian Princess 
campouts (a dad-daughter version of Girl 
Scouts), when the other dads would sneak 


off to a backwoods strip club, my dad vol- 
unteered to stay with us girls in the cabin. 
He insisted on driving me to my first job in 
northern Minnesota, and couldn't hug me 
when he left because he didn't want me to 
see him bawling. He got my brother and 
me out of countless jams; taught me to love 
red sauce and Sinatra; and slipped me tens 
of thousands of dollars when my mother 
wasn't looking. 

He has only one negative trait: the in- 
ability to accept help from loved ones. I want 
to feed him, comfort him, love him. But he 
refuses my offers because he doesn't know 
how to take—only to give. 

As we were waiting for the paperwork at 
the hospital, I heard a song start over the 
loudspeaker. It was an instrumental version 
of "Edelweiss." When we were in Indian Prin- 
cesses (he was Crazy Horse and I was Silly 
Filly), he wrote a theme song for our troop to 
the tune of “Edelweiss.” Over the years, he'd 
sing it to me whenever I was sick or feeling 
blue. It always made me feel better. 

I glanced at him and saw him smile as he 
recognized the tune. Then, quietly, I sang 
the lyrics he wrote to the song, and he lis- 
tened. Finally, he let me give him something 
and it made us both feel better. m 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Co 


I'm coming for the job. 
Je viens pour l'emploi. 


Sir, l'm coming for the job. 
Monsieur le directeur, je suis ici pour 
l'emploi. 


How much will you pay us? 
Combien allez-vous nous payer? 


POR RODRO 


To have a job is expensive. 
Avoir un emploi coüte cher. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


PHOENIX ESCAPE - Great gay owned 
getaway in Phoenix, central city, near 
public transit, great restaurants and fun 
gay venues. Tastefully furnished, gay 
friendly complex. See pics and contact info: 
www.vrbo.com/505855. 


ACUPUNCTURE 


NANCY VITALIS GARRITY - Acupuncture 
e Homeopathic * Psychologist. 30 years 
experience. Ask about New Client special. 
(612) 889-0721. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: PARIS APARTMENT - APRIL 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Wed 1-7, Thurs-Fri 10- 
7, Sat-Sun 10-6 © 4304 Chicago Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Cottage Grove apartment available April 
1. Must see, overlooking Mississippi River. 
Large Bedroom, bath, walk-in closet, 
washer dryer, living area with wood burning 
fireplace, A/C, deck, private entrance. $900 
month including utilities, deposit required. 
Excluding cable & telephone. Call 612-327- 


~ 
oO 
ao 
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ROOMMATES 


HOUSEMATE 
house with 
Minneapolis. Large private 
with balcony. Non-smoking, mature 
tenant desired. $600 /month negotiable 
in exchange for lawn care/ snow removal. 
Includes utilities plus full use of home 
including laundry. Available April 1st or 
after. Call Garey at 612-825-9408. 


WANTED: 
Senior in 


Share 
Southwest 
bedroom 


THERAPEAUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


The French 
Fried Romantic 


I’m in my new tuxedo, sitting at a bar, sip- 
ping scotch, people watching. I stopped in 
for a nightcap after a fundraiser. It’s 1:00 a.m. 

My shirt’s untucked, my bow tie’s un- 
done. Jazzy (but not jazz) music plays over 
the speakers, something like a weird mash- 
up of Sex and the City intro music and blues. 
I run my fingers through my hair and mas- 
sage my neck. 

The scene would seem cliché—an aspiring 
writer reclining in a smoky bar with a glass of 
scotch —if I weren’t so hungry and alone. 

A well-dressed couple cozies up at the 
corner of the bar—he’s in his fifties and in 
a suit, she’s in her twenties and in a little 
black dress (is she old enough to be here?). 
Theyre on barstools facing each other, 
laughing and kissing. He tickles her sides. 
She squeals. Other patrons—there are 
barely half a dozen at this hour—look at the 
couple and roll their eyes. 

I sip my scotch and turn my attention to 
another couple—two men in their early thir- 
ties—holding hands across a small high-top. 
Their faces are lit by the fake candle on their 
table. I play in my head what they must be 
talking about: 

“Oh, Jer-Bear! Darling, how I love you!” 
says the clearly more effeminate one as he 
licks his freshly glossed lips. Jer-Bear looks un- 
comfortable, like he’s unsure how to respond. 

“Yes, you too,” Jer-Bear says and tries 
changing the subject, “And would you look 
at that! It’s a flameless candle!” 

“Excuse me, sir,” I say to the cute bar- 
tender. He’s wearing a black crew-neck T- 
shirt. He has the build of a recently retired 
football player—large frame, not in shape 
but not unfit, solid and very tall. Early gray 


peppers his thick black hair. He’s probably 
34 or 35, I figure. 

“What’s up?” he says, wiping his hands 
on a white dishtowel before tossing it over 
his shoulder. 

I want to say, “Marry me” because I’m 
single and tipsy and he’s cute, but I’m more 
hungry than I am single, so instead I say, 
“Are you still serving French fries?” 

He laughs. I’m not kidding. 

“I could work something out for you,” he 
says with a James Dean-dreamy wink. 

Was that an “I like you” wink or a nor- 
mal nice-person wink? I’m terrible at know- 
ing when I’m being hit on, especially when 
I’m buzzed. Obviously if he’s hitting on me 
I don’t want him to see me eat greasy fries. 
Although he did smile when I ordered them. 

“How’s your night going?” he asks as he 
types in my order on the cash register. 

He’s starting a conversation, Justin. He 
must like you. Right? 

“It’s going well,” I say. “I’m in a roman- 
tically French fried kind of mood.” What’s 
more romantic than French fries and scotch 
after dark? 

“Haha, yes, I’m used to your kind.” 

“I see that,” I say and gesture to the 
drunk 50-and-20 year-old couple now mak- 
ing out in the corner. He laughs. 

"Tm Mark,” he says with a smile that 
looks like it's practiced too often. Definitely 
one for the boys. He sticks out his hand. 

“Justin.” I shake his hand and finish the 
last of my scotch. 

"You sound like you're from the south, 
Justin." My accent comes out when I drink. 

"Does that get me a free refill?" 

"Eh, I dunno about that. Although I hear 


you boys hold your liquor well." 

“Can we test the rumor? Please?” I ift my 
empty tumbler. I'm kidding, of course (okay, 
halfway kidding), but he pours me another 
anyway, smiling the whole time. His teeth 
are flawless. 

He puts away the bottle of whisky and 
leans on his palms against the bar in front of 
me. I can tell he's flexing his triceps. Great 
arms to fall to sleep in, I imagine. 

“Thanks,” I say. “I’m sure you get a lot of 
great people watching in here." 

"Yeah," he says and goes into an example 
story. 

He's so charming, so smooth, so mascu- 
line and handsome. I’m sure he gets all the 
boys he wants and no doubt has behind him 
a wake of broken hearts. 

“So, Mark the Bartender, have you ever 
been down South?" 

“Only on my boyfriend's birthday,” he 
says. 

Okay, that was clever. But boyfriend? Did 
he say boyfriend? Whoa, whoa, whoa. 

I force out a laugh so fake it sounds like 
a hiccup. 

“You know, I’m free after work if you wan- 
na have some fun. My boyfriend and I are in 
an open relationship." 

Of course you are. Every man I meet is 
in an open relationship. Am I the last guy on 
earth who believes in monogamy? Is “be- 
lieves" even the right word? Am I that naive? 

Iroll my eyes and return my attention to 
Jer-Bear and Jer-Bear's companion. 

They're kissing over their flameless can- 
dle now. 

Isip my scotch. 

Where are my fries? B 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 
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KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 40% Alc/Vol. 
©2014 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 
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